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Contact Holliday Canopies for your Canopy needs!  

OVRôs  very own Duane Ward being presented  his 3rd place trophy by 
Dan Hodge and the driver information crew.  Congrats Duane!!!  

 
Photo provided by Mary Jane Berchak  
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2011 Contacts 
 

Regional Executive 
Kevin Ruck 
3570 Liberty Road 
Delaware, OH 43015-8618 
614/214-0792 
kevin@ruckracing.com 
 
Directors 
Phil Alspach 
44 Forest Ridge Drive 
Columbus OH 43234-1411 
614/888-8100 
racerphil@hotmail.com 
 
Andy Bell 
301 Holly Grove Road 
Lewis Center OH 43035 
614/847-9921 
bellboyracing@sbcglobal.net 
 
David Brown 
1557 Bean Oiler Road 
Delaware OH 43015 
740/363-4180 
SpdMonkey@aol.com 
 
Matt Downing 
380 Quail Hollow Court 
Pickerington OH 43147 
614/834-0305 
matt@downingracing.com 
 
Larry Hall 
8465 Bridletree Way 
Columbus OH 43235-1493 
614/846-1228(h) 
LarryRHall@hotmail.com 
 
Simi Ritch 
1011 Arcadia Blvd  
Westerville, Ohio 43082 
614/946-1017 
Simi.Ritch@gmail.com 

Officers 
 
Historian 
Rebecca Fast 
2761 Berlin Station Road 
Delaware OH 43015-9406 
740/369-6255 
Becca2HP@aol.com 
 
Membership Chair 
Jeff Knapp 
P.O.Box 19 
Millersport, OH 43046 
740/415-8114 
ovemembership@yahoo.com 
 
Region Secretary 
Susan Downs 
3927 Talcott Dr 
Columbus, OH 43204 
614/272-5888 
sdowns@columbus.rr.com 
 
Treasurer 
Phil Alspach 
See listing under Directors 
 
Assistant Treasurer 
Larry Hall 
See listing under Directors 
 
Social Chairman 
Willy Church 
13130 Center Village Rd. 
Galena OH 43021-8617 
614/563-0799 
willycanfixit@aol.com 
 
Communicationôs 
Observerôs Stand Editor 
Ronda Knapp 
P.O. Box 19 
Millersport, Ohio 43046 
740/258-8956 
theobserversstand@gmail.com 
 
Community Special 
Events Liaison 
Frank Vessell 
5563 BowFalls Blvd. 
Dublin OH 43016 
614/529-1302 
frank.vessel@sbcglobal.net 
 
Web Master 
Contact Observerôs Stand Editor 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Autocross/Solo 
Chairman 
Simi Ritch & Gary Nolan 
See listing under Directors 
ovrsolo@gmail.com 
 

 
 
RallyCross Co-Chairs 
Mike Paktinat 
1996 Harwitch Road 
Columbus, OH 43221 
614-465-6725 
junk@paktinat.com 
 

 
 
PDX Chairman 
David Brown 
See listing under Directors 
 

 
 
Race Specialty Chiefs 
 
Race/Licensing 
Competition 
Licensing/Novice 
Permits/Log Books/GCR 
Dave Brown 
See listing under RE 
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Course 
Larry Hall 
See listing under Directors 
 
Flagging & 
Communications 
Jeff Knapp 
PO Box 19 
Millersport, OH 43046 
740/415-8114 
jknapp@lakeeriecommunications.com 
 
Grid 
Chip Swindler 
3439 Cornell Pl 
Cincinnati OH 45220 
513/375-2177 
rupick@fuse.net 
 
Information 
Duane Ward 
5885 Linworth Road 
Worthington OH 43085-3309 
614/436-6087 
duane.ward@sbcglobal.net 
 
Pit/Paddock 
Brian Flint 
623 Pub Street 
Galloway OH 43119-9097 
614/783-3988 
bflint@knowfearmotorsports.com 
 
Registration/Race 
Gloria Sheets 
457 E. Jeffrey Pl. 
Columbus OH 43214 
614/735-7561 
gloriasheets@yahoo.com 
 
Scrutineer/Tech 
Barry Baker 
694 Mount Vernon Ave 
Marion OH 43302-5330 
740/387-2675 
Bdbaker212@aol.com 
 
Sound 
Dennis Barschow 
6221 Hollyberry Lane 
Hamilton, Oh 45011-5196 
513-460-7788 
dsbarschow@fuse.net 
 
Start 
Frank Vessell 

See listing under Officers 
 
 
Don Randles 
6161 Kister Rd. 
Wooster, OH 44691 
330-601-2382 
donsanr@sssnet.com 
 
Timing & Scoring 
Tony Kasper 
803 Joselyn Avenue 
Mansfield OH 449904-1664 
419/756-7487 
t.steemer@prodigy.net 
 
David Killian 
12115 Drake Road 
North Royalton OH 44133 
440/646-4089 
Drkillian@ra.rockwell.com 
 
Pro Race Coordinator 
Jude Summers 
130 Forest Ridge Place 
Columbus OH 43235-4625 
614/888-4646 
jusummers@columbus.rr.com 
 
National Race Co-Chairs 
Jude Summers 
See Listing under Pro Race 
 
Matt Downing 
See listing under Directors 
 
Regional Race Co-Chairs 
Phil Alspach 
See listing under Directors 
 
Larry Hall 
See listing under Directors 
 
E S Fire & Safety 
Richard Nester 
541 E. Paradise St. 
Orrville OH 44667-2231 
Ran812@aol.com 
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Publication:  
The Observerôs Stand is published by the Ohio Valley Region/SCCA, Inc.  

Editor: Ronda Knapp  
Circulation Manager: Sue Rupp  

Writers & Photographers: Members of OVR  
Subscriptions:  

The Observerôs Stand is free to members of the Ohio Valley Region/SCCA. Non -
members may subscribe at a rate of $15.00 per year. Bulk -rate.  

Mail is not forwarded by the Post Office.  
To subscribe, or to submit an address change, please contact:  

OVR / Membership Chair  
Jeff Knapp  

P. O. Box 19  
Millersport, Ohio 43046  

 
ovrmembership@yahoo.com  

Disclaimer:  
The views expressed herein are solely those of the writers, 
and are not necessarily those of OVR/SCCA, Inc. or SCCA, 

Inc.  
Submissions /  

Reprints:  
Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged 

and welcome! The deadline for submission of articles and/or 
photographs for publication is the monthly meeting of the 

Board of Directors. Permission to reprint material published 
in The Observerôs Stand is granted so long as full credit is 

given to the author and to The Observerôs Stand. 
Classified Ads Guidelines :  

All OVR/SCCA members receive FREE ad space in The Ob-
serverôs Stand and on the OVR web site! Non -member clas-
sified advertisers will be charged at the rate of $5.00 per ad, 
per insertion, payable in advance of the advertisement being 

published. Send All Classifieds To:  
theobserversstand@gmail.com  
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OVR BOARD MEETING SCHEDULE  

12/14/2011 7:30PM WINKING LIZARD ðBETHEL ROAD  

OVR SOCIALIZER SCHEDULE  

 

There is only one Socializer remaining for this year.  
It is our annual elections socializer.  

 
Wednesday November 30, 2011 7:00 PM  

 
 

The Winking Lizard Tavern @ Crosswoods  
100 Hutchinson Ave.  Columbus, OH 43235  

 
 
 

Ballots have been mailed!!!  
Save a stamp... bring yours and join us  

for one final time before the season is officially over!!!  
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Thank you to everyone that came to the  
October Nominations Socializer  
 
 
For RE:    
 
Brooks Greer nominated Larry Hall 
 
3 Board member 2 year positions:  
 
Matt Downing nominated Andy Bell 
 
Barry Baker nominated Ken Berchak 
 
Simi Ritch nominated Matt Downing 
 
Dave Brown nominated Jude Summers 
 
Phil Alspach nominated Dave Brown 
 
Jude Summers nominated Willy Church 
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The Ohio Valley Region sadly lost one of its' youngest members when 6 
year-old Michael Wise died suddenly and unexpectedly on Sept 10th, 
2011.  Michael was a fun-loving happy little boy who could be seen  
regularly at Mid Ohio events with his family.  He is remembered as the 
beautiful boy with piercing blue eyes, shouting "Go Daddy, go!" as he 
watched his hero round the track.  After being strongly affected by organ 
donation when a family member's life was saved through a heart  
transplant, Michael's family made the decision to continue giving the "Gift 
of Life" following his death and encourage you to do the same.  By  
registering as an organ and tissue donor, you have the potential to save 
eight lives and enhance 50 more.  Please visit www.lifelineofohio.org for 
more information on registering as a donor and talk to your family and 
friends about your decision.   
 
The Wise family would also like to thank the entire racing community for 
their support, compassion, and presence during this very difficult time and, 
in particular, the Ohio Valley members of the SCCA.  So many workers 
and racers have extended their care and concern to the Wise family, and 
your thoughtfulness has been greatly appreciated.  

"Checkered Flag"  

http://www.lifelineofohio.org
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INDIANAPOLIS 500 FUN FACTS  
 

Some interesting, fun facts about the Indianapolis Motor Speedway & the 
Indianapolis 500: 

 
IMS total acreage: 1,025 

IMS Infield: 253 acres; Parking acreage: 750 acres 
26 Bridges, 6 tunnels,  

17 grandstands with a 220-acre footprint (if the seat boards were laid  
end-to-end, they would stretch 99.5 miles!) 

 
On Race Day for the 2009 Indianapolis 500  

IMS concession stands: 61 
IMS Margarita / Bloody Mary Bars: 29 

Beer / soft drink vendors in the grandstands: Approx. 100 
Ice cream / frozen lemonade locations: 44 

Pretzel / fresh-squeezed lemonade locations: 35 
 

If all the post cards sold in IMS gift shops were laid end-to-end, they would 
span 3 miles. 

 
The most popular item sold in the gift shops was the official program 

 
The most expensive item in the gift shop:  A TAG-Heuer watch, $1,450 

 
The least expensive item in the gift shop: A post card, $.33 

 
If all the T-shirts sold at IMS were stretched end-to-end they would reach 

all the way to Terre Haute, Indiana. 
 

 

A VERY SPECIAL THANK YOU TO THE  
INDY REGION OF THE SCCA FOR HOSTING 

THIS YEARS  
GREAT LAKES DIVISION ROUNDTABLE  
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The 2011 Season has already had 9 pts events, and now there is a lull in the action, 
mainly due to lot availability but party also to allow for folks to participate at Nationals 
or the OVR PDX, and to try out some of the clubs in the Ohio area to get a taste for 
how other clubs run their events, and get some different competition to run against!  
Weôve completed the Annual Governorôs Cup Run Off, we had a great showing from 

our local talent, and also had experienced folks join us from clubs outside the region. 

We had representation from Toledoôs NWOR, Clevelandôs NORA, Cinciôs SCCA. Itôs 

always fun to host this event for OVR, and this year proved to be even more so, it was 

held on the Sunday of a two day event. We had course designers Neva Hoover and 

Craig Butt brave the rain/monsoon/thunderstorm action on Friday night before the 

event to get the course set up for all of us to enjoy. They were soaked to the bone, and 

finally had to stop trying to finish setting up due to lightning in the area! Our thanks go 

out to Neva and Craig as their hard work on Friday made for an amazing and rain free 

weekend of running on Saturday and Sunday!  Since we are lucky enough to typically 

we have our courses set up the day before the event many folks donôt see what effort 

is involved with designing a safe and fun to drive course. THANK YOU Craig & Neva, 

and safety stewards Mike & Tonya Smith who also many times take care of the safety 

review and pitch in on course design the night before events!  

 
 
The Governorôs Cup this year was a great event, the winner was quite the star! Con-
gratulations Eric Campbell on great runs through all the stages of the run off.  Eric ran 
fast and clean consistently and has done well in many previous years in the Gover-
norôs Cup event.  
After the Governorôs Cup event we also had a group of folks help administer an event 

our club put on for the Viper Club during the weekend of Mopar Nationals. We had ap-

proximately 35 Vipers attend and about 20 participate in the auto-x. Many thanks g out 

to the OVR volunteers who attended and helped to put on the event! The volunteers 

were: Tonya Smith, Darin Ellis, Josh Ellis, Dave Baker, Jenny Williams, Peter Fergu-

son, Joe Ferguson, Pete Bates, Andrew Apostolec, Kale Bushmeyer, Brian Robertson 

and Aaron Ritch!  

OVR SOLO UPDATE BY: SIMI RITCH  
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Solo Nationals in Nebraska were also well represented by OVR members who par-
ticipated in local events and also went to Nationals! They are listed below!! Congrats 
to those who were able to make the trip out, and thanks for helping to represent the 
Ohio Valley Region!  
DS - Jeff Robinson 
FS - Jim  Zeisler 
FSL ï Debbie Zeisler 
 DSP ï Eric Campbell 
STX ï Andrew Grunenwald 
STX ï Sean OôGormon 
ST ï Richard Grunenwald 
STL - Kathy  Grunenwald  
STR ï Joe Blaha 
STX ï Pete Bates 
CP - Mike Ucker 
CP ï Brian Hoover 
 GP - Fred  Robertson 
GP - Mike Feher 
AM ï Phil Alspach 
AM ï Pete Smith 
AM ï Jenny Williams 
F125L ï Neva Hoover 
 
Around the same time as Nationals the OVR PDX was held at Mid Ohio, many of the 
folks from the solo program came out to attend and they had a great time enjoying 
their cars in a high speed long course format. Obviously with auto-x seat time is a 
premium so it was awesome when the entrants at the PDX found out they were going 
to get an extra 20 minute session at the end of the day thanks to all the hard work of 
those who put on the event. Thanks from the Solo Community to all the track workers 
who suffered in the heat that day to allow the PDX participants to enjoy the day at the 
track! Also thanks to Larry Hall, Dave Brown and Matt Downing who helped facilitate 
the event, but also who helped to answer questions along the way prior to the event, 
and during the day of!  
 
As the season winds down we are looking forward to our last three events, and weôll 
have some chief positions that will be open for next year, so hopefully weôll get some 
fresh faces looking to offer help and guidance to our program! If you have any ques-
tions please feel free to contact me and Iôd be happy to share areas we need help!  
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OVR SOLO EVENT PICTURES 


