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Get the Observerôs Stand 
ONLINE:  

If you would no longer like to  
receive the printed version of 

this magazine please email us 
with:  

Your member number & the 
email address at which you 

would like to receive notification 

that the next online issue of the  
Observerôs Stand is available. 

Please send the info to: 

ñtheobserversstand@gmail.comò 
and we will remove you from the 

mailing list.  

Disclaimer: 
The views expressed 
herein are solely those of 
the writers, and are not 
necessarily those of 
OVR/SCCA, Inc. or 
SCCA, Inc. 

Submissions /  
Reprints: 
Submissions of articles 
and photographs are en-
couraged and welcome! 
The deadline for submis-
sion of articles and/or 
photographs for publica-
tion is the monthly meet-
ing of the Board of Direc-
tors. Permission to reprint 
material published in The 
Observerôs Stand is 
granted so long as full 
credit is given to the au-
thor and to The Ob-
serverôs Stand. 

Classified Ads Guide-
lines:  
All OVR/SCCA members 
receive FREE ad space 
in The Observerôs Stand 
and on the OVR web site! 
Non-member classified 
advertisers will be 
charged at the rate of 
$5.00 per ad, per inser-
tion, payable in advance 
of the advertisement be-
ing published. Send All 
Classifieds To:  
theob-

serversstand@gmail.com 
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David Brown 
1557 Bean Oller Road 
Delaware OH 43015 
740/363-4180 
SpdMonkey@aol.com 
 
Directors 
Phil Alspach 
44 Forest Ridge Drive 
Columbus OH 43234-1411 
614/888-8100 
racerphil@hotmail.com 
 
Barry Baker 
694 Mount Vernon Avenue 
Marion OH 43302-5330 
740/387-2675 
bdbaker212@aol.com 
  
Andy Bell 
301 Holly Grove Road 
Lewis Center OH 43035 
614/847-9921 
bellboyracing@sbcglobal.net 
 
Matt Downing 
380 Quail Hollow Court 
Pickerington OH 43147 
614/834-0305 
matt@downingracing.com 
 
Larry Hall 
8465 Bridletree Way 
Columbus OH 43235-1493 
614/846-1228(h) 
LarryRHall@hotmail.com 
 
Simi Ritch 
1011 Arcadia Blvd  
Westerville, Ohio 43082 
614/946-1017 
Simi.Ritch@gmail.com 

Officers 
 
Historian 
Rebecca Fast 
2761 Berlin Station Road 
Delaware OH 43015-9406 
740/369-6255 
Becca2HP@aol.com 
 
Membership Chair 
Jeff Knapp 
P.O.Box 8715 
Newark OH 43085-8715 
740/415-8114 
ovrmembership@yahoo.com 
 
Region Secretary 
Simi Ritch 
See listing under Directors 
 
Treasurer 
Phil Alspach 
See listing under Directors 
 
Assistant Treasurer 
Larry Hall 
See listing under Directors 
 
Social Chairman 
Willy Church 
13130 Center Village Rd. 
Galena OH 43021-8617 
740/965-2090 
willycanfixit@aol.com 
 
Communications 
Observerôs Stand Editor 
Aaron & Simi Ritch  
See listing under Directors 
theobserversstand@gmail.com 
 
Community Special 
Events Liaison 
Frank Vessell 
5563 BowFalls Blvd. 
Dublin OH 43016 
614/529-1302 
frank.vessel@sbcglobal.net 
 
Web Master 
Contact Observerôs Stand Editor 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Autocross/Solo 
Chairman 
Andy Bell 
See listing under Directors 
 

 
 
RallyCross Co-Chairs 
Tim White 
2147 Margo Rd. 
Columbus OH 43227 
740/361-4427 
twhite84@gmail.com 
 
Mike Paktinat 
1996 Harwitch Road 
Columbus, OH 43221 
614-465-6725 
junk@paktinat.com 
 

 
 
PDX Chairman 
Larry Hall 
See listing under Directors 
 

 
 
Race Specialty Chiefs 
 
Race/Licensing 
Competition 
Licensing/Novice 
Permits/Log Books/GCR 
Dave Brown 
See listing under RE 
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Course 
Larry Hall 
See listing under Directors 
 
Flagging & 
Communications 
Ronda Knapp 
P.O. Box 392 
Newark OH 43058-0392 
740/258-8956 
roenap@yahoo.com 
 
Grid 
Kathy Gall 
14591 Mill Hollow lane 
Strongsville OH 44130 
440/878-8989 
rallye@ameritech.net 
 
Information 
Duane Ward 
5885 Linworth Road 
Worthington OH 43085-3309 
614/436-6087 
duane.ward@sbcglobal.net 
 
Pit/Paddock 
Brian Flint 
623 Pub Street 
Galloway OH 43119-9097 
614/783-3988 
bflint@knowfearmotorsports.com 
 
Registration/Race 
Gloria Sheets 
457 E. Jeffrey Pl. 
Columbus OH 43214 
614/735-7561 
gloriasheets@yahoo.com 
 
Scrutineer/Tech 
Barry Baker 
See listing under Directors 
 
Sound 
Dennis Barschow 
6221 Hollyberry Lane 
Hamilton, Oh 45011-5196 
513-460-7788 
dsbarschow@fuse.net 
 
 
Start 
Frank Vessell 
See listing under Officers 
 

Don Randles 
6161 Kister Rd. 
Wooster, OH 44691 
330-601-2382 
donsanr@sssnet.com 
 
Timing & Scoring 
Tony Kasper 
803 Joselyn Avenue 
Mansfield OH 449904-1664 
419/756-7487 
t.steemer@prodigy.net 
 
David Killian 
12115 Drake Road 
North Royalton OH 44133 
440/646-4089 
Drkillian@ra.rockwell.com 
 
Pro Race Coordinator 
Jude Summers 
130 Forest Ridge Place 
Columbus OH 43235-4625 
614/888-4646 
jusummers@columbus.rr.com 
 
National Race Co-Chairs 
Jude Summers 
See Listing under Pro Race 
 
Matt Downing 
See listing under Directors 
 
Regional Race Co-Chairs 
Phil Alspach 
See listing under Directors 
 
Larry Hall 
See listing under Directors 
 
E S Fire & Safety 
Richard Nester 
541 E. Paradise St. 
Orrville OH 44667-2231 
Ran812@aol.com 
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Donõt  

Forgeté  

Send any  

submissions 

for future  

issues of the 

magazine to:  

theob-

serversstand@g

mail.com  

 

Weõd love  

pictures from 

events,  

articles, or 

even snippets 

of information 

that would be 

relevant to the 

members of 

OVR!  



Time flies. Itôs a simple statement, but 

itôs so true at this time of the year. All 

the programs are moving forward and 

events are happening almost weekly. 

Weôve had Rallycrosses and Soloôs. 

Our GLROC National race went off 

and was very successful. Everybody is 

playing with their cars. Well every-

body except me it seems. Iôll get to 

that shortly. 

This weekend is our Street Survival 

event and itôs a great opportunity to 

teach the younger drivers about safety. 

Iôm pretty sure all of the SCCA mem-

bers kids have gone thru these, but we 

need to find a way to get the word out 

to a larger audience. We really need 

someone local with media contacts to 

help us spread the word via television 

or radio. Across the country these are 

filling up, yet locally we have strug-

gled to fill our spots. If you can help 

us please contact Andy Bell or myself. 

Iôm certain weôll continue to have 

these, but somehow we need to get 

filled up. Iôve been out to a couple 

Soloôs this year and I brought my 9 

year old daughter to one. She loved 

the junior karts and has been bugging 

me to let her try. While at some point 

Iôll have to give in for now I need to 

race a bit myself. The variety of cars 

at the Soloôs have surprised me and 

the sound levels as well. Itós good to 

see that sound levels are being moni-

tored and action is being taken. With 

the fight over the Cooper Stadium 

racing facility taking place the oppo-

nents have focused on sound. We need 

to be proactive now because at some 

point these opponents will come 

knocking on our door. 

As I mentioned earlier the GLROC 

National race has come and gone and 

preliminary reports are excellent. The 

team we have that puts on our race 

events is second to none. Each and 

every person takes their job very seri-

ously and all work together for the 

common goal. That goal is for every-

body to have a great time no matter 

what happens. Workers continue to 

come to our events and drivers always 

show up. I know the reason. The Race 

Committee and the chiefs know ex-

actly what to do. Everybody associ-

ated with that event please accept my 

thanks. I get calls and emails all the 

time about how well we run our 

events. Its one of the best parts of be-

ing the RE. So you may ask yourself 

why your RE was not up at the track 

during our biggest race of the year. 

The answer of course is hockey. That 

weekend happened to be the same 

weekend as tryouts for PeeWee 

Travel. With 6 events to hit over the 2 

days it just didnôt leave a moment to 

get to the track. I hated not being 

there. I canôt say it wonôt happen 

again, but Iôll make whatever effort I 

can to be there to support OVR. 

Iôve got a Spec Miata sitting in my 

garage. Itôs been there for 8 years and 

itôs hardly ever raced. The car has a 

few new parts for this season to in-

stall: A nice aluminum radiator, and 

some trick suspension end links. Un-

fortunately I donôt have the time or the 

cash to do things correctly. I hate com-

ing to the track unprepared and with-

out a plan. Right now I have a plan, 

but it requires a bunch of cash and 

thatôs the problem. Two kids playing 

travel hockey has used up the cash. Iôll 

be out there for a regional or 2, but 

thatôs not enough. Maybe the PDX 

will sharpen my reflexes. 

Speaking of the PDX we need instruc-

tors. Please contact Ken Berchak or 

me if you would like to help. We need 

experienced instructors to make the 

PDX work. If you instructed last year 

please help us again this year. The 

clock is ticking. 

Notes from the Editorð

Simi Ritch 

Summer is in full swing, so far weôve 
participated in a at least a handful of 
solo events, worked the Mid Ohio 
GLROC race, worked the Rolex race 
and are only about half way through the 
plans for the summer. It's been great 
thus far even with the ridiculous heat 
and humidity.  
 

While Iôve been fortunate with this cur-
rent issue to have gotten a lot of sub-
missions between pictures and arti-
cles... I still wonder how relevant the 
stuff we publish in the magazine is to 
our readers.  I wonder if delay that it 
takes me to get everything organized 
and into a magazine format doesnôt 
make the information that we are pub-
lishing obsolete. With everything being 
at our finger tips these days when it 
comes to information via the internet it 
really does seem as if the printed ver-
sion of things is less and less relevant. 
Iôd love to hear feedback from our read-
ers about their feelings on this matter.  

 
As summer continues we should have 
more and more content for the OS from 
our members Iôd love to see some arti-
cles from our solo and rally cross partici-
pants. We always have great photogra-
phers from all our events but even more 
valuable would be the day in the eyes of 
a racer! I never cease to be amazed at 
how many different types of people we 
have participating in the various events 
OVR puts on, we have so much differ-
ent life experiences and perspectives 
that I love hearing about when you run 
into people at Mid Ohio or during a 
break at a solo event. My other goal 
(now that Iôve put it in writing everyone 
can hold me accountable) is to  make it 
to a rally-x this year, Iôm still not sold on 
participating (mostly out of fear of beat-
ing on my daily driver), but I would love 
to see it in action! I encourage all the 
OVR members to try out the different 
specialties our club has to offer!  

RE-ality Check By Dave Brown  
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April Social  

We had a good turnout for the Pine-
wood Derby Social for April. First I 
would like to thank Tim Jenson for 
setting up and running the event.  

There were lots of cars but only 
three winners. Youth was Drew 
Bell, Adult was Marty Brannom, 
Open was Drew Bell. Congrats!  
Hope all had fun.  

May Social  

Wet ,no dry. again and again. that 

was how Saturday went at Mid-

Ohio. Yet we had a great turn-out 

for the afternoon races and party. I 

would like to thank all the workers,   

Everyone did a great job  . Hope all 

had fun at the party ,We only had a 

few injuries but the party went later 

then they had in the past few years, 

and hopefully will run later like in 

the 90's next year.  

Upcoming Social Events 

June is really busy for most every-

one so we will not have a social . 

But don't forget July 27th at the 

Clippers. We will need and head 

count as the date gets closer. and 

the Bus Race at Columbus Motor 

Speedway in August. Tailgating will 

start around 6pm  

Then in September I'm looking for 

something  new and different.  Any-

one who has a idea just let me 

know. Till next month ,keep your 

beer cold and your tires hot. Willy 

 We may have some additional so-
cializers as we iron out the sched-
ule please be sure to check the 
dates and times on the website: 
http://www.ovr-scca.org/_ovrclub/
meetings/meetings.asp?
hl=social.asp 

Social Update By Willy Church  
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Name  Date  Location  

Columbus 
Clippers  
Socializer 

7/27/2010  Clippers Stadium 
- Columbus 

School Bus 
Racing 

8/21/2010  Columbus Motor 
Speedway 

Nominations 10/20/2010  Winking Lizard - 
Crosswoods 

Elections 11/24/2010  Winking Lizard - 
Crosswoods 

2010  
Banquet 

1/15/2011  Holiday Inn 
Columbus - 
Worthington 
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June Thunderstorms Bring Big Smiles by Frank Vessell  

How can a thunderstorm bring smiles?  Well, even though 

thunderstorms made traveling tough, three drivers and 

members of Grand Am teams were able to make it to 

Columbus to visit patients at Nationwide Childrenõs 

Hospital (NCH).  

Drivers James Gue, Charlie Putnum, and Ricky Taylor 

were able to participate in a hospital on June 16 th .  

Unfortunately, the weather and travel issues impacted 

Charles Espenlaub, who was stranded in Atlanta, after his 

flight was canceled.  

Coordinating with everyone from the drivers, to Mid -Ohio, 

and Grand Am, people began arriving around Noon.  Mark 

Koban and his son displayed their classic cars outside,  

beautifully restored õ53 Chevy Pickup and õ66 GTO.  They 

set up outside the hospitalõs Outpatient Care Center, taking 

and printing pictures for the patients and family members 

that stopped by.  

Everyone else gathered in the to meet with the hospital 

staff to be briefed on procedures and prepare for room to 

room visits.  The toys were split into three carts and 

wagons, to be distributed to the children.  With three 

drivers, it was decided to split into three groups.  

Group One was lead by Family Services volunteer staff 

member Camille and consisted of driver Ricky Taylor, of 

SunTrust Racing; Jesse Ghiorzi, Mid -Ohio Public Relations; 

Michael Harker, Grand Am/NASCAR Public Relations, 

MaryEllen, NCH Public Relations, and a Mid -Ohio 

photographer.  

Group Two was lead by Family Services volunteer staff 

member Marilyn and consisted of driver James Gue, of 

Dempsey Racing, Adam Saal, Dempsey Racing Public 

Relations, and photographer Monique Grueser, of Vessell 

Motorsports.  This group was accompanied by John and Jeri 

Graham, of Global Diving & Salvage, Inc., sponsor of the 

Dempsey Racingõs # 41 car.  They are huge patrons of the 

Seattle Childrenõs Hospital and the Childrenõs Circle of 

Care Foundation, which includes NCH.  For more 

information on Childrenõs Circle of Care, visit their website 

at www.thecircleofcare.org .  Nikki Shafer, NCHõs Circle of 

Care representative met the Grahams and accompanied the 

group on their visit.  

Group Three was lead by Family Services staff member 

Donna.  This group consisted of driver Charlie Putnum, 

Fall -Line Racing (and SCCA Pro Driver), his wife Diane, 

and Frank Vessell, Vessell Motorsports photographer.  

The groups all had a great time.  The drivers handed out 

autographs, toys, and miles of smiles.  Everyone had an 

enjoyable time visiting with the children and their families.  

In the end, just as the thunderstorms gave way to a warm, 

sunny day, the visit lifted the spirits of many youngsters 

and their families.  

There is one note of interest.  One toy seemed to catch the 

adults eyes more than any other.  A Sock Monkey was the 

adult favorite and one patientõs as well.  Think if the Kia 

Sonata commercial.  Looks like the Sock Monkey will be 

making more appearances at both Nationwide and Seattle 

Childrenõs Hospitals. 

A Big Thanks to all the people that made this happen.  

James Gue, Jeri Graham, John Graham, Nikki Shafer, Adam Saal  

http://www.thecircleofcare.org
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The PDX -planation 2 - By Ken Berchak  

PAGE 8 THE OBSERVERõS STAND VOLUME 56, ISSUE 2 

In the last article, I stated that this article would deal with 

the car. In that article I stated that the best car for a PDX 

(novice) is a run of the mill economy box. This still holds 

true, but then there is reality. 

OK, so you donôt have an economy box, then bring out 

your Porsche GT3, Audi R-8 V10, Viper, Mercedes Benz 

AMG SLS, Ferrari 599, Lamborghini LP570-4, or what-

ever, as long as it complies with the SCCA Level 1 PDX 

rules. 

The first thing to get the car prepared for the PDX is some 

general maintenance. The tech sheet is divided into 

twelve areas. Lets look at each one. 

First on the list is ROAD EQUIPMENT. This consists of 

brake lights and windshield wipers. Make sure they both 

work. 

Next is SUSPENSION. This group of items are normally 

checked during a wheel alignment. Steering wheel free 

play, steering linkage, wheel bearing play, steering as-

sembly attachment points, tie rod ends, and shock absorb-

ers. These inspection points must be within factory specs 

for safe operation. 

Third on the list is the BATTERY. It must be securely 

mounted and the positive post needs an insulated cover. 

Fourth on the list is the ROOF. If the car is a sedan (2 or 4 

door) this is an N/A, i.e., does not apply. If it is a converti-

ble or Targa top the top must be down, latches secured 

and the roll bar must be above the drivers/instructors 

head. If you have questions about this area, check with a 

PDX official, or PDX tech inspector. 

Item five on the list is BRAKES. This area is my biggest 

concern. The tech inspector will check brake fluid level 

and how clean the fluid is, i.e., has the brake fluid been 

recently changed. It is recommended that the brake fluid 

be flushed and replaced within 90 days of the event. The 

reason for this recommendation is that brake fluid absorbs 

moisture from the air. Water in the fluid lowers the boiling 

point. Since the brakes will be working extra, the heat load 

can cause the brake fluid to boil resulting in the loss of 

brakes, not a good thing to have happen. A proper fluid 

change will result in a firm brake pedal. If not then the 

brake hoses may have softened and need replacing. The 

rules require at least 3/16 inch brake pad thickness. This, 

in my view, is bare minimum. To be safe and maximize 

your fun factor, I strongly recommend the installation of 

performance brake pads. There are pads on the market 

that will work on the ñstreet or stripò which are capable of 

operating at the higher temperatures generated during a 

performance driving event. Additionally, using a perform-

ance brake pad will ensure that you have brakes for the 

trip home. Next in this section is the rotors (drums). The 

rotors must not have ANY visible cracks or heat distor-

tions. You donôt need a thumping brake pedal from a dis-

torted rotor or cracks that will cause the rotor to shatter 

under the heat load. The last item in the brake section is 

the brake hoses - no leaks, this is a no brainer. 

Although not in the proper order, the sixth item on the 

check list is MISCELLANEOUS. No loose items in the 

passenger compartment, or trunk area. The glove box 

door must be surely latched.  If a tech inspector or instruc-

tor spots a loose item, be ready to remove it from the car. 

Item seven - ENGINE BAY. No fluid leaks, a car leaking 

engine oil or anti-freeze causes the debris flag to be 

shown. Oil on the track will cause the cars following, and 

eventually you, to slip and slide in places that you donôt 

want to. Belts and hoses are to be secure and properly 

tensioned. A thrown fan belt will rapidly lead to an over 

heated engine with the accompanying expensive repair 

bill. The final item in this section is motor mounts. A worn 

motor mount lets the engine flop side to side or fore and 

aft in a front wheel drive car. This condition can and will 

break other parts. 

Item eight - WHEELS AND TIRES. Next to brakes this is 

probably the most important area. The tech inspector will 

check for minimum tread depth. No less than 3/32 is rec-

ommended at the start of the event. You will wear it off. 

Wheels that use wheel covers must have the covers re-

moved. Steel wheels flex in hard corners. Lost wheel cov-

ers may not be returned. Alloy wheels must not have 

cracks or dents. Lug nuts must be torqued. In fact it is a 

good practice to check the wheel nuts torque before each 

session on track. This is a standard practice for seasoned 

racers and cannot be over emphasized.  Tires - must have 

at least a 120 mph rating. All performance tires have this 

rating. Tire pressure is not on the list for the tech inspector 

to check. Tire pressure has a direct input to the perform-

ance of the car in a corner. Autocrossers will set the tire 

pressure on the high side for an autocross event. The heat 

build-up over the short run will not effect the tires perform-

ance, hence the tire will perform will. In a PDX, the time on 

track (each session is 20 minutes) allows for the tire to 

heat up. The increased pressure caused by the heat build-

up can easily over inflate the tire. At  minimum, this will 

cause the tire to operate on a narrow strip in the center of 

the tread pattern. This condition limits the tires perform-

ance in a corner and greatly increase the tire wear. The 

objective is to have uniform temperatures across the tire 

at the end of the session. This tells us that the tread in 

contact with the road is maximized and working. Suspen-

sion setting will effect the tire temperatures so this guide 
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line will have exceptions. I cannot state a recommended 

tire pressure for your car. The ideal cold pressure has too 

many variables to give a specific pressure. Check your tire 

pressures after each session while they are hot. One 

guide line is to have all the tires at the same hot pressure. 

Remember, the tire tread can drop 40 to 80 degrees on 

the cool-off lap, so using these guide lines may take sev-

eral sessions to get the correct cold pressures. 

Item nine - EXHAUST SYSTEM.  The exhaust system 

parts must be securely mounted, no leaks (noise and ex-

haust fumes getting inside the car) and the exhaust must 

end behind the mid-axle point (normally not a problem for 

street legal cars). 

Item ten - THE CAR BODY. No chassis weakening rust 

areas. The windshield must not have any cracks. Small 

stone chips, although allowed, can become large cracks 

as the car body flexes under braking and cornering. De-

veloping a cracked windshield during the event could 

cause you to loose your tech approval and take you off the 

track. 

Item eleven - SAFETY EQUIPMENT. Seat belt condition - 

no frying of the belt webbing, no stiff area, i.e., the belts 

are in good condition. The seat belt mounting must be 

secure, a loose seat belt mount is the same as no seat 

belt. You must have the same belt system for both the 

driver and instructor be it 3 point or more. Not fair to have 

a 5 point belt for the driver and expect the instruct to hang 

on with a 3 point belt. In this same avenue, the seat de-

sign should be the same for both the driver and instructor. 

If you have nice after market high tech seat for the driver, 

the instructorôs seat should be the same. You donôt need 

the instructor siding over and into you during a hard cor-

ner. 

Item twelve - SAFETY EQUIPMENT - PERSONAL. You 

need at least an M85 rated helmet or better open or 

closed faced. If you have an open car you need a visor 

(both the driver and instructor!). As stated in the last arti-

cle, long pants and long sleeved shirts for both the driver 

and instructor. Shoes above the ankles (thatôs what the 

rules say-wear leather shoes).. 

Going over the check list for the car reveals that the car is 

in good and safe operating mechanical condition. The re-

quirements are higher that a state highway safety check 

and they should be. The requirements are basically the 

same for any car that is entered in an autocross. 

From my experience as a racer, I noticed that you will be 

received better in the tech inspection if the car is neat and 

clean. This makes the tech inspectorôs life easier as well 

as more efficient. 

So you have the time to go over your car and have any 

problems corrected before the event. The better prepared 

the car, the less you have to work on it, the more time you 

have to concentrate on the driving event - makes sense to 

me. As a general rule, figure on having the brake system 

flushed, high performance brake pads installed, and a 

wheel alignment performed. Change the engine oil and 

filter, check the belts, hoses, and spark plugs, i.e. general 

preventive maintenance. 

The very last item on the list to get ready for the PDX if 

you are a novice student is the student. As Chief Instruc-

tor, I will set-up the days schedule to maximize the on 

track time. To make life easier I suggest that you read 

AND UNDERSTAND one of the many driving books on 

the market. Four of the books are: Principles of Race Driv-

ing by Ayrton Senna, Competition Driving by Alan Prost, 

Driving in Competition by Alan Johnson, and Sports Car 

and Competition Driving by Paul Frere. First off, a PDX is 

NOT a race or competition event. Why I recommend these 

books is that they all explain the correct procedure of en-

tering and exiting a corner at speed. Finally enter the 

event early at www.motorsportsreg.com. See you at the 

event. 



Don Bender: Race Cars and Parts  

Call Us!  

(614)252 - 7223 (RACE)  

Quality Workmanship and Parts for all your racing Needs.  

Complete Fabrication shop. Complete fabrication work   

Includes: GT, IT, and Production race cars, Hot Rods, Pro - Street 

Cars, Drag Race and Oval Track Cars.  

Services include; electronic Chassis set - up, custom - fit roll  

Cages, custom headers and Exhaust, custom suspension  

Fabrication, custom aluminum Interiors, custom built race seats.  

Additional Services Available!  

572 - D South Nelson Road  

Columbus, Ohio 43205  

Call US! (614)252 - 7223(RACE)  



Solo Report - By Andy Bell  
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It is now mid June and the season seems like it is flying 
by.  We have had 4 points events so far and a driverôs 
school all with good results.  We have had to battle the 
weather a few times and run for cover when the light-
ning started, but all in all the events have been suc-
cessful.  Our new young leaders are stepping up which 
has given me some relief and allowed me to start step-
ping back from running the program which is a great 
relief for me as my workload during the week has in-
creased and I am also trying to coach the boys in their 
off track sports activities as well.  It has even allowed 
our little clan to leave early from some of our events so 
I can help coach Drewôs little league team. 
 
Some updates from the last article: 

1. The rotating chief plan does work, but does take 

some coordination.  We have not had as many people 
step up to try a position for a day as we had hoped, but 
every little bit helps.  We have asked several people to 
step into roles for the day and that has been success-
ful, but we need to keep bringing in more people to the 
leadership roles.  Our biggest issue is to establish 4 
key positions well ahead of the event to allow us to get 
our sanctions.  These are Safety Steward, Chairman, 
youth steward, and Waiver chief.   If you are interested 
in helping with any of these positions in the second half 
of the year, please let me know. 

2. The discount program instead of trophies seems to 

be well accepted. We have still had some glitches 
(usually getting the new discount codes posted in time), 
but I think this program will work and get smoother as 
we get the system ironed out. 

The new AXware program seems to be working well. 
Jenny and Zsolt are now able to post the results right 
after the event.  We also have purchased the member-
ship module which should allow us to track year end 
points and get us back to the operational capability we 
had with TS2000. I also want to thank Will McGowan 
for the work he did in rewiring various parts of the sys-

tem that were wearing out. He has run new cables, 
power supplies and connectors on many of the timing 
and scoring components. 
 
On the Cooper Stadium front the progress is still slow, 
but at least there is progress.  Jon Beerman and Bruno 
Tabbachi are still spearheading the effort on our end 
and they can use all the help they can get to secure 
that site for the future.  Please continue to support their 
work and attend those community meetings so we have 
counterpoints to the opposition.  To support this effort 
we are also strictly enforcing our sound supplemental 
rule and have been recording the results for the last 
few races so we have a baseline of what our actual 
readings are. 
 
The Governorôs cup will be a tough event this year.  We 
finally got confirmation from OSU that the lot will NOT 
be available on Saturday the 10

th
 of July, so we will 

only have a one day event this year since we cannot 
seem to get another 2 day weekend lined up. 
 
On the upside Jim Layton at National Trial wants us to 
help do an autocross for a September NHRA 
Unleashed event.  I will need volunteers for that so 
please contact me for details.  This will be a combined 
drag race/autocross/car show and parts of it will be 
televised by the same people who produce Pinks for 
Speed. 
 
By the time you read this, we will be putting on our 
Street Survival event again.  I should be able to follow 
up on an article about that for the next issue. 
 
So far our entries for 2010 are down some compared to 
past years.  Weather and the schedule have contrib-
uted, but it is something I am watching closely.  If there 
are ways we can improve the program please feel free 
to contact myself, the BoD or any of our chiefs.  We do 
this for fun, so we want to be sure our racers are enjoy-
ing themselves at our events and continue to come 
race with us. 

Name Date Location 

   

Points 7  07-11-2010, Sun OSU Ackerman Lot 

Points 8 07-18-2010, Sun National Trail Raceway 

Points 9 08-08-2010, Sun OSU Ackerman Lot 

PDX 09-03-2010, Fri Mid Ohio  

Points 10 09-05-2010, Sun OSU Ackerman Lot 

Points 11 10-03-2010, Sun OSU Ackerman Lot 

Points 6 Reschedule 10-23-2010, Sat National Trail Raceway 

Fun run 2 11-07-2010, Sun National Trail Raceway 



Solo Results can be found on OVRõs website 
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The Solo program has been fortunate over the past few years that we have been able to get results posted on line on our web-

site quickly after an event!  

Results can be found by class, raw times, and pax times:  http://www.ovr -scca.org/_autocross/results.asp 

There is also a great photo gallery on our webstie: http://gallery.ovr -scca.org/ Please be sure to check it out!!!  



PAGE 13 THE OBSERVERõS STAND VOLUME 56, ISSUE 2 



Rally-X Update ñBy Tim White  
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It's hard to believe that the 2010 season is already almost half over!  It seems like just a few weeks ago I was looking for-

ward to the first event with anticipation.  Now we have 3 events done and the next event just a month away.  Our Na-

tional Challenge is fast approaching as well and planning meetings are being scheduled to make sure all the competitors 

have the best time possible.  There are even rumors of a special challenge event format for our first Oct event with spe-

cial prizes going to the winners!  

 

Thinking back to the first three events for a moment, they seemed to go by so quickly.  The first two were spaced just two 

weeks apart (Apr 17th and May 1st) with the third being about a month later (Jun 5th).  The guys and gals that helped 

put the events on did a tremendous job at making things run as smoothly as possible!  Next time you see someone help-

ing out at an event (which seems to be almost everyone) make sure and thank them for their hard work.  It's always a 

team effort to make our events run as well as they do!  

 

For our first event we had great weather and a good turnout of 30 competitors.  A great, fast, and fun course was laid out 

by our course designer Z.B. who continues to impress the competitors with technical, yet fun for all types, style of design.  

Several new cars showed up this year in both M2 and SF and absolutely destroyed the rest of the field with their times.  

Most people wouldn't believe it, but it seems a stock CRX can and will outrun a 300whp Evolution on dirt!  

 

The second event was a co-event hosted by OVR and shared with WOR.  It turned out to be a bit more wet, making car 

control key in setting a fast time.  We still had 30 competitors turn out so THANKS to everyone who braved the rain!  

Yours Truly quickly learned that piloting a high powered AWD car in mud can make for some interesting moments!  

However, it seemed the day would once again go to the 2wd crowd who kept laying down very impressive times.  

 

Our third event was also a co -event, but this time hosted by WOR at their new site on Roo's Farm.  Rolling farm fields 

provided some very interesting turns both on and off camber.  WOR's new site is proving to be a very fun and technical 

field that allows some awesome course designs!  

 

Looking forward to our next event, it will also be hosted by WOR on August 7th at Paintball Country, another new site 

that will be tested at the WOR July 10th event.  OVR members should make sure and put this event on their calendars 

to keep scoring points for the season!  

 

As a side note, I would like to thank everyone for hanging with us as we worked out a few kinks for the 2010 season.  I'm 

sure everyone has noticed the change to the new RallyX van from Moby, as well as the more simplified approach for Tim-

ing and Scoring.  I think we're running smoothly now, and we have a few upgrades planned for the future to make T&S 

run even smoother.  A big thanks goes out to the OVR Board of Directors for approving a new van be purchased for Ral-

lyX use and an even bigger thanks to the group of competitors that keep the program running!  

Name  Date  Location  

Points Event 4 Saturday, August 7th 2010 WOR Region - TBA 

OVR National 
Challenge / 

Points Events 
5&6 

Sat/Sun September 25th-26th 2010 National Trail Raceway Lot 'C' 

Points Events 7 Saturday, October 16th 2010 National Trail Raceway Lot 'C' 

Points Event 8 Saturday, October 31st 2010 National Trail Raceway Lot 'C' 



Racinõ NotesñBy Jude Summers  
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Thanks to everyone for your participation in making 
our Great Lakes Race of Champions Race May 21-
22 at Mid Ohio Sports Car Course a great success!    
One hundred ninety-six drivers and well over one 
hundred volunteer staffers as well as many crew/
over crew/guests, and several Mid Ohio season 
ticket holders all had the privilege of sharing in this 
wonderful weekend.  We had some really great 
racing.   For those of you that thought about com-
ing and didnôt?  
Well, it was 
your loss!  
 
For the drivers 
the weather 
on Saturday 
caused some 
interesting de-
cisions as to 
whether or not 
to go with wet 
or dry set ups 
for the race 
machines, 
which in the 
end resulted in 
some interest-
ing gridding 
for the Sun-
day races.  By 
Saturday evening, as the track went cool (and just 
in time for our party) the skies cleared and on Sun-
day, with clear sunny skies the racing proved to be 
some of the best, if not the best Iôve witnessed in 
several years for this event. 
 
Our Saturday night socializer/race dinner/party was 
very well attended (thanks to the weather gods) 
and there was plenty of food (spaghetti and meat-
balls or choice of white sauce) for everyone, along 
with deserts and good beverages.  Thanks to OVR 
BoD and others who donated (for our door prizes) 
and to Tim Gordon (for MC/DJing our party).  Tim 
always has the best music!   A special thank you to 
Mid Ohioôs Cindy Loomis and her staff for the food 
and service at our party!  As always at our events, 
no one went away hungry or thirsty, or if they did, it 
wasnôt our fault. 

 
Invited again this year were our own pro Mid Ohio 
Announcers consisting of Rusty Bell, John Fippin, 
and Brian Culbertson.  Throughout the weekend, 
racers, workers, and staff commented on how much 
their contribution meant to themé as in ñmade us 
feel  part of the weekendò, ñkept us up as to what 
was going on with the racesò and  from our drivers, 
ñhow neat it was to hear their name announcedò,  

ñThank you, Thank 
you, Thank you gen-
tlemen!ò We are hon-
ored to have you do-
nate your time and 
talents to our event. 
 
Thank you Mid Ohio 
staff, especially 
Adam Fisher, Brian 
Sipes, Bill Whitmore, 
Dave Roush, and 
Steve Bidlak for 
working with OVR to 
make this a top notch 
national.  The facili-
ties were in great 
shape and you could 
tell that you cared 
about making this a 
great weekend for 

our event.    

We appreciated all of your help and your staffôs input 
in making this a successful weekend. 
 
As always, our chiefs and their staffôs did a top notch 
job with their specialties.   

OVR is very blessed to have all of this leadership.  
Ten years ago Barry Baker described us best when 
talking about our specialties, when in reference to 
our chiefs, he stated, ñOVR is like a well oiled ma-
chineò.  Iôve never forgotten his comment and you 
know what?  We still are! 

Come on out and join us, whatever your interest in 
racing, I am sure we can find something you would 
enjoy!  Thanks again everyone and see you at Mid 
Ohio!  

A Man of Many Hats é Tim Gordon served as the MC/DJ for the party!  



GLROCñOVR Race Trophy Winners  
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Doug Brownð4th place FC  

Barry Willis ð1st place HP  

Patrick GallagherðF500 1st Place 
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Scott Rettichð1st place SRF  

John Guthrie - 1st place SMR 
Rick Deerwaterï 2nd place SMR 

Kevin Ruckð 1st Place FP  

ITS 
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Phil Alspachð1st place IT7  

Jim Heckmanð1st place ITB  

Willy Church ð2nd place ITS 

For a full list of race results please visit the OVR website, 

all results have been uploaded there.  

 

On track pictures from Mid Ohio GLROC  weekend pro-

vided by Photo Jo.  

 

Trophy presentation pictures provided by Aaron Ritch.  



GLROCñOVR Race Weekend Pictures  



Please ensure you verify the above dates on the Great Lakes Website as 

published schedule is subject to change:  

http://www.greatlakes -scca.org/calendar  
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Classifieds  

Please see the website for more up to date Classified Ads:  

http://www.ovr -scca.org/_observersstand/advertisements/advertisements.asp 
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Name: R.B. Wright  

Email: bruce@synebar.com  

Item: 212 Enduro Refueling system-Used twice, 

includes 2.25" dry breaks, male & female (orig. 

cost $461.20 & $402.90), 11 gal. dump can (orig. 

cost $379.20), discriminator overflow valve (orig. 

cost $149.00), standard 6 x 10 fuel cell remote fill 

plate w/ gasket & bolts (orig. cost $217.99) and all 

needed tubing, elbows etc. thrown in. Each piece 

offered at @ 60% of new per piece (dry breaks: 

male-$276.72, female-$241.74, dump can-

$227.52, discriminator valve-$89.4, remote fill fuel 

cell plate-$130.79) or 50% off for entire package; 

the complete set-up for $805.15. 

FOR SALE: 
FALKEN AZENIS RT 615, USED - HALF 

TREAD 
2 EA. 225/45R17 
2 EA. 155/40R17 

FOR HONDA S2000 - $20/SET OF 4 
CALL RACERPHIL AT 614.888.8100 OR 

racerphil@hotmail.com 

Can Mount & balance too! 

mailto:bruce@synebar.com
mailto:racerphil@hotmail.com



