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I canõt believe its 2010 already. 

Last year went so quickly yet at 

times it seemed like it was 

hardly moving. In any case I 

start with apologies for not hav-

ing columns in the most recent 

issues of The Observers Stand . I 

have excuses, but needless to say 

it really doesnõt matter after the 

fact. What matters most is the 

region is in good shape finan-

cially and as always we are mov-

ing forward.  

On that idea of moving forward 

there is much to bring you up to 

speed on. With this issue of the 

magazine Iõm happy to announce 

our new editors: Simi and Aaron 

Ritch. There will be changes and 

thatõs a good thing as change is 

good for us. Simi has some great 

ideas for this year and I hope all 

of you will help her by sending 

race recaps and other stories to 

be published. I challenge the 

club racers to submit a quick 

recap of their weekends and 

share their love of the sport with 

others. Solo drivers are famous 

for having their photos in the 

magazine, but we need more 

write -ups. Submit them to Simi 

or she might assign them.  

Several of us returned from the 

2010 SCCA National Convention 

and you can find the reviews in 

this issue. As February come to 

an end we leap into the 2010 

schedule with the Great Lakes 

Spring training Seminar in 

Toledo. This year Solo will hold 

their own sessions elsewhere. 

We held our annual awards ban-

quet and I have to give Willy 

Church a huge Thank You! This 

years banquet was great and 

attendance was good. I have sev-

eral trophies from people that 

did not attend. Iõve handed out a 

few already, but have many at 

home still. In my next column 

Iõm going to list them out and try 

to get the pile down. In fact I 

have many from previous years 

too. If you see your name as a 

winner give me a call and we will 

get that trophy to you. If you 

havenõt noticed yet we moved our 

monthly BOD meetings please 

make sure you check the website 

to verify the location before com-

ing out. Our first meeting was at 

the  Winking Lizard Tavern at 

CROSSWOODS and it was a bit 

noisy that first night we hope 

that things go a lot smoother 

with some changes to the seating 

arrangements. It was also great 

to welcome representatives from 

Mid -Ohio and ARSHOT to give 

presentations on their respective 

groups. ARSHOT is hoping to 

develop Cooper Stadium as a 

Motorsports facility.  

For more info see 

www.cooperparkcomplex.com  

and help make this a reality.  

Finally, it would not be the RE -

ality Check without a little 

hockey mixed in with the racing. 

The USA team beat Canada in 

the Olympics and the same hap-

pened with my sonõs team as he 

got to battle in a home and home 

series with a team from Toronto. 

We go play in Toronto in a few 

weeks. Unfortunately I missed 

the games as I was in Detroit 

with my daughter for a tourna-

ment. She gets her crack at the 

Canadians as a member of the 

Team USA U10 all girls team at 

a tournament in Brampton On-

tario over Easter. Lots of fun to 

be had driving up there twice in 

two weeks. Hopefully all this 

snow has long since melted by 

then . 

This issue of the OS has been quite 

a learning process for me, When I 

volunteered to take on the task of 

putting together the magazine I 

donõt fully think I realized I knew 

what I was getting myself into.  

I admire all the previous editors of 

the magazine for selflessly putting 

so much work and effort into the 

magazine without ever really letting 

on everything that is required. Itõs 

been an awesome experience to fig-

ure out my first publishing project 

and really hope that as we continue 

to learn more the magazine shows 

itõs progress as well. 

Iõm looking forward to getting sub-

missions from the membership to 

help make this magazine full of 

things that are even more relevant 

to all of the readers.  

As we move forward the frequency 

of the magazine is still being worked 

on; hopefully this wonõt be a prob-

lem and now that the first one is on 

itõs way to the printer I will hope to 

not allow myself to get quite as far 

behind from a publishing perspec-

tive as I did with the first one. The 

task seemed quite daunting.  

 

Along the same time I switched jobs 

and have been pretty over whelmed 

by everything I had taken on.  

This will be calming down; but at 

the same time we will be adding rac-

ing back into our life schedule (this 

is a GREAT thing donõt think for a 

moment I mind).   

So in closing I appreciate your com-

ing along for the ride as I figure out 

all the ins and outs of the OS, and I 

welcome any feedback you have to 

make the magazine even better; I 

especially welcome any volunteers 

who may want to help with layout!  

RE-ality Check By Dave Brown  
Editor Update  
 By Simi Ritch  
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I wanted to thank all the mem-

bers who helped out with the 2009 

awards banquet. It went well and 

most all had fun. I did ! I could 

not have pulled it off without your 

help . THANK YOU!   

We had 150 attendees and I made 

a few changes from the years past 

the keep up with the economic 

times. So any comments about 

what you would like to see 

changed let me know.    

You as well as every member who 

helps out throughout the year in 

all parts of the Ohio Valley Region 

make this such a great club. What 

makes a club is members helping 

out with a common interest and 

we have many ,and hope more 

can help out this year.  

Have a  fun year and join us at  

the socializers.  

We have a pinewood derby 

planned in April, along with a 

party at the OVR National Race, 

the Columbus Clippers Game, 

School Bus Racing. We may have 

some additional socializers as we 

iron out the schedule please be 

sure to check the dates and times 

on the website: http://www.ovr -

scca.org/_ovrclub/meetings/

meetings.asp?hl=social.asp  

Social Update By Willy Church  Name  Date  Location  

Pinewood 
Derby  

4/21/2010  Winking Lizard -  
Crosswoods  

Party at 
National 
Race 

5/22/2010  Mid Ohio  
Lexington, Ohio  

Columbus 
Clippers 
Socializer  

7/27/2010  Clippers  
Stadium  
Columbus  

School Bus 
Racing  

8/21/2010  Columbus Motor 
Speedway  

Nomina-
tions  

10/20/2010  Winking Lizard -  
Crosswoods  

Elections  11/24/2010  Winking Lizard -  
Crosswoods  

2010 Ban-
quet  

1/15/2011  Holiday Inn  
Columbus -  
Worthington  

Drew Bell the winner of the Gravity Grand Prix held on February 24th.  

Photo Courtesy Willy Church  
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2009 Banquet Photos By  Brian Baby  
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In Memoriam  
 

 

 

In the past few months the region has lost members who have ac-

tively participated in the  club over the years , they will certainly 

be missed.  

John Pfetzing 1/27/2010  

Bob Bruce 1/27/2010  

Judy Cowie 2/4/2010  

Mark Alexander 3/10/2010  

 

Contributions have been made in their honor to different causes 

they have supported by OVR.  
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The new year is upon us and I am 
looking forward to racing season 
in 2010.  We are going to try to 
implement several changes in the 
solo program this year and grow 
our PDX program.  The Rally 
cross program is getting prepped 
for the season after giving us 
some great attention with the 
East Coast Championship they 
held in 2009 and we have three 
club races again for 2010. 

On the solo front,  I am going to 
try to step back from front lines 
of the program.  As I had pre-
dicted last year, my current work 
load  may impact how many solo 
events I can attend this year, so it 
is time to involve some fresh 
faces in the leadership roles at 
each event.  Stick with us for 
2010 because there may be some 
growing pains as we try to re-
structure the program some. 

1. We are going to try to rotate 
new people into chiefs roles for 
each event.  That means chiefs 
can sign up for 2-3 events or 
more if they WANT to, but do not 
have to feel like they MUST be at 
every points event.   This also 
means that the chief for Grid last 
week may be the chief for Set up 
next week.  The job variety 
should help prevent some of the 
burnout we have seen over the 
last year.   Certain key positions 
may only have 3 or 4 people 
throughout the year, (Timing, 
chair, safety) but even this is a 
departure from how we have 
done things over the last few 
years.   The rest of the positions 
are up for grabs.  We prefer to 
have some experience for these 
roles and it is still up to the chair-
person if they feel that the person 
is qualified for the role. However, 

if you want to try a position for a 
day please contact me and we can 
make sure you get the training 
you need for that position. 

2. We are changing our trophy 
system for standard events.  Gov-
ernors Cup and the Great Lakes 
Divisional Series race will have 
standard trophies, but we are re-
ducing the positions awarded at 
regular points events. In addition 
the awards will be certificates 
with a discount for your next 
race.  When we reviewed the fi-
nancials over the last few years, 
over half the entry cost is in sanc-
tions, insurance, and lot rental.  
Our next largest cost is trophies.  
They typically run $5-$7 each and 
we pay that much whether you 
win 1st or 5th.  I also tend to take 
about ½ of the trophy purchase 
home each weekend because peo-
ple either do not stay to pick 
them up, or we overbuy for the 
event. (This is not as bad as it 
seems because then we would 
recycle the trophies and use them 
at later events.)  I think the solu-
tion that Aaron Ritch has come up 
with will provide something that 
the racers can use, gives back to 
the club, and keeps our overhead 
down. 

3. Our timing and scoring sys-
tem is getting long in the tooth 
and some of its operating quirks 
have been impacting us over the 
last year. We are purchasing AX-
ware so that we can grow and 
move forward with the program.  
Axware gives us flexibility for 
number of runs per day, unique 
car groupings, more PAX based 
options, and external interfaces 
such as bar code readers.  It may 
take an event or two to get the 
wrinkles out, but then we should 

be good to go. 

4. We have purchased 400 new 
cones for this year and are trans-
ferring the old ones to Rally cross 
to support them as they try to 
build up their own equipment 
resources. 

We are going to switch to Mo-
torsportsreg as an on line regis-
tration service.  DLB served us 
well for many years, but for con-
sistency within OVR we are trying 
to get to one on line system for all 
of our registration work.  Now 
Club, PDX, Solo and I believe Rally 
cross can all be found at the same 
place.  This also cross trains sev-
eral of our registrars for each of 
those events so we can help each 
other with technical issues when 
they arise. 

Financially the cone purchase and 
software will impact our start to 
the year and it will take several 
events to pay off these capital 
outlays at the beginning of the 
season, but the BoD has been very 
supportive that we have gone 
about as far as we could with the 
old equipment and it is time to 
freshen things up.  This means we 
all need to respect the equipment 
we have and take car of it the best 
we can.  We are hoping the major 
issues with Moby are behind us 
and as we get back into the black 
we can start concentrating on 
new radio purchases, etc. 

On the solo race locations front 
there has been a lot of work going 
on and I want to recognize Jon 
Beerman for doing a tremendous 
amount of footwork over the win-
ter.  The motorsports idea for 
Cooper Stadium is getting some 
traction and thanks to Jon we are 

Solo Report ñAndy Bell  
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establishing a good relationship 
with that group.   We believe the 
facility, as proposed, would be 
able to accommodate our auto-
cross program although not in the 
same way we use the facility now.  
This summer the final decisions 
will be made by Franklin County 
and if successful we may have 
access to Cooper again until con-
struction starts and then again 
once it is complete.  We are again 
working with National Trails for 
several events this year and are 
working with OSU to confirm our 

dates on the Ackerman lot as well. 

Finally, there may be a new facil-
ity for those of us who like to 
travel. Good progress has been 
made on establishing an SCCA 
foothold at Wilmington Airpark.  
The Cincinnati and Dayton guys 
are working it with some support 
from OVR.  If it works out we may 
be able to share the facility for 
large events in the same way that 
the Indiana clubs share Grissom 
AFB for large events.  Keep look-
ing for sites.  Locations are in high 

demand since several autocross 
locations around town have be-
come unavailable for various rea-
sons and the other Marque clubs 
are looking for places to run as 
well. 

I am looking forward to the sea-
son and the challenges that lie 
ahead.  I am confident that as we 
get used to the new structure it 
will reduce the stress and work-
load for each individual, but we 
are counting on you club mem-
bers to make that happen!!!  

2010 Solo Schedule 

 

Event  Date  Location  

Test & Tune  04 -03 -2010, Sat  National Trail Raceway  

Points 1  04 -10 -2010, Sat  National Trail Raceway  

Points 2  05 -15 -2010, Sat  OSU Ackerman Lot  

Drivers School  05 -30 -2010, Sun  OSU Ackerman Lot  

Points 3  05 -31 -2010, Mon  OSU Ackerman Lot  

Points 4  06 -06 -2010, Sun  OSU Ackerman Lot  

Street Survival  06 -26 -2010, Sat  OSU Ackerman Lot  

Points 5  06 -27 -2010, Sun  OSU Ackerman Lot  

Points 6  07 -10 -2010, Sat  OSU Ackerman Lot  

Points 7 Governors Cup  07 -11 -2010, Sun  OSU Ackerman Lot  

Points 8  07 -18 -2010, Sun  National Trail Raceway  

Points 9  08 -08 -2010, Sun  OSU Ackerman Lot  

PDX  09 -03 -2010, Fri  Mid Ohio  

Points 10  09 -05 -2010, Sun  OSU Ackerman Lot  

Points 11  10 -03 -2010, Sun  OSU Ackerman Lot  

Fun run  10 -23 -2010, Sat  National Trail Raceway  

Fun run 2  11 -07 -2010, Sun  National Trail Raceway  
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How long is two tenths of a 
second? The blink of an eye? 
The snap of your finger? Not 
much time really, but as eve-
ryone who races knows, it's 
all it takes to win or lose. I did 
both this year by that slim 
margin. 

 

I joined SCCA 
in 1996 with 
the hopes and 
dreams of be-
coming a world 
class road 
racer.  Not an 
uncommon 
dream for most 
of us. Though 
the "world 
class" part has 
eluded most of us, we still 
love racing and give it every-
thing we have. I discovered 
shortly that the expense of 
road racing was beyond my 
means at the time, so I 
started doing open track days 
whenever I could. This didn't 
happen often enough to sat-
isfy my appetite for speed so I 
started auto crossing to fill in 
the gaps between track 
events. I did all my events to 
have fun as I have never had 
the "fierce competitor" atti-
tude. I enjoyed learning car 
control and found personal 
satisfaction in finally making a 
car do what I wanted it to do. 
Though I wasn't fast enough 
to win any auto cross events 

early on, I managed many 
second and third places (and 
fourth and fifths). It wasn't un-
til 2003 when I purchased my 
Mitsubishi Evolution that I 
start becoming a "little com-
petitive". What brought this on 
was that I started winning and 

I liked it. Its 
amazing how, 
when you're not 
winning you race 
for fun but when 
you start winning 
those competi-
tive juices start 
flowing and you 
want to keep on 
winning. I man-
aged to win the 
OVR solo II 
championship in 

A stock that year and 
promptly stopped winning 
thereafter. This was partly 
due to my car being reclassi-
fied and my unwillingness to 
build the car up to class stan-
dards. So it was back to hav-
ing "fun" (and I was). 

In 2006 Orion Fairman 
started an OVR Rally Cross 
program. What the heck was 
Rally Cross? I had never 
heard of it. An auto cross in 
the dirt? Isn't that hard on the 
cars? I had so many ques-
tions but it certainly sounded 
intriguing. There were two 
events that year but due to 
zoning concerns we lost out 
lot. Then at the last Solo 

points event of the 2007 sea-
son at National Trails Race-
way, the start of another rally 
cross season was organized 
for the following day in their 
overflow parking area. The 
event was held in a nice hay 
field with some elevation 
changes. This was done in 
the hopes of attracting some 
of the Solo people to Rally 
Cross and it worked. This 
would be the beginning of the 
2007-2008 Rally Cross sea-
son. Saturday after the Solo 
event I went to the field where 
the Rally Cross course was 
being set up. I asked if I could 
do a slow lap just to see if my 
car could handle the rough 
surface. By the end of the lap 
I wasn't going slow and it did-
n't seem unduly rough. Sign 
me up!  

Sunday morning I was there 
bright and early with worn out 
snow tires on the front and 
my street/auto cross tire on 
the rear (what a combo). But 
not to worry, the Evo was a 
street version of a world class 
road rally car. How could I not 
do well? I'd been auto cross-
ing for over 8 years. After two 
spins in the same corner and 
not being able to rotate the 
car the way I wanted, my con-
fidence (some may say over-
confidence) going in was 
soon snuffed out. Would I do 
this the rest of the 2007-2008 
season? The Evo is my daily 

2 Tenths; A Membersõ Journey to Becoming a 

National Champion  By Scott Johnson 

Photo Courtesy Wes Duenkle 
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driver so I had to get new 
snow tires to survive the win-
ter roads anyway. This time 
when I purchased them I kept 
in mind the tire requirements 
for Rally Cross. After my first 
three Rally Cross events I 
was still struggling. The 
events were slippery grass or 
mud or both and I was in awe 
of Orion, ZB Lorenc and oth-
ers as they drifted their cars 
sideways through the corners 
with rooster tails of mud 
ejaculated from their tires. 
This is what I wanted to do!  
What was my problem? I de-
cided to make my goal to 
eventually match Orion's 
times as he was usually FTD. 
I had to try something. The 
next event started out slip-
pery like the previous ones 
and I was tailing my class by 
5 seconds. I had been trying 
left foot braking and using the 
e-brake to get the Evo to drift 
through the corners. No suc-
cess. After lunch for the after-
noon session I said screw it, 
no more left foot breaking or 
e brake just go banzai. Fortu-
nately for me the track had 
dried up enough for me to get 
traction and the Evo started 
doing what I knew it could do. 
Finally!  By the end of the 
event I had gained 10 sec-
onds and won my class. OH 
NO! Now I'm becoming 
"competitive" again. Would I 
still have fun? In spades! As it 
turned out I competed the 
rest of the 2007-2008 season, 
steadily improving and won 
my class, Prepared all wheel 
drive 

Mid 2008 

By this time Iôd started auto 
crossing less and rally cross-
ing more. I started winning 
regularly and was having 
more fun than I have had in a 
long time. Does winning help 
make it more fun or does hav-
ing more fun help 
you win? A deep 
philosophical 
question I can't 
answer. I even 
won a National 
Challenge event 
that boosted my 
confidence to the point that I 
thought I might have an iota 
of talent for this sport. A cou-
ple of more wins and the next 
thing I hear is Orion and ZB 
discussing whether they are 
going to the Rally Cross Na-
tional Championship. Both of 
these guys had competed in 
the previous years first Na-
tional Championship. Did I 
dare consider myself good 
enough to compete at the na-
tional level? I wasn't that con-
fident. Maybe I should take a 
Rally Cross driving school. As 
it happened Paul Ecklund 
was putting on a school spon-
sored by Randy Lee and the 
Tennessee region of SCCA at 
the very site of the National 
Championship. How conven-
ient. Paul and Randy were 
both excellent instructors and 
set up a variety of driving ex-
ercises to hone our driving 
skills. They both convinced 
me that I was a good driver 
and if I would just not hit so 
many cones (always a prob-
lem for me) I might have a 
chance of doing well at the 
National Championship. 
That's what I needed to hear. 

I would be going to the Rally 
Cross National Championship 
and give it my best shot. 

In the mean time, back at the 
ranch I decided to put rally 
tires on my car instead of 

snow tires. 
This is not an 
easy proposi-
tion on an Evo. 
They only 
make rally tire 
for 15" rims or 
smaller. The 

Evo needs 17" rims to clear 
the brakes. What to do?   

Fortunately another member 
with an Evo, Jamie Easley 
found a used ñsmall brakeò kit 
that would allow the Evo to 
accept 15" rims. A bit of con-
fusion (allot actually) arose at 
this point as to whether the 
brake kit would take me out of 
Prepared all wheel drive class 
and put me in Modified 4 
class. Some knowledgeable 
people told me that I'd be OK 
in Prepared and others said I 
had to move to Mod 4 and I 
wasn't smart enough to read 
the Rally Cross regulations to 
decide for myself. Again, 
what to do? Prepared, Mod 
4? Mod 4, Prepared? How 
about going to Stock all wheel 
drive? The only reason I was 
in a Prepared class was be-
cause I had camber plates 
and a larger rear sway bar 
that I had put on for Solo II. 
The camber plates would not 
affect the handling if they 
were removed the sway bar 
on the other hand would. How 
much? In theory it should 
make me faster, as the rear 

ñI might have a chance of 

doing well at the National 

Championshipò 
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end wouldn't rotate as easily. 
Could I adjust just a few 
events before the National 
Championship? Should I 
even make the change this 
season? I decided to move to 
Stock All Wheel Drive 
(anyone need a small brake 
kit for an Evo?). It was a good 
decision. The Evo was faster 
and I was starting to get 
closer to my goal of matching 
Orion's times. 

October 2008 

Six of us from OVR are 
headed to Nashville, Tennes-
see for the 2008 Rally Cross 
National Championship, 
Orion and ZB, the veterans, 
and Draco Withington, Mike 
Paktinat, Tim White and my-
self, the rookies. We were 
hopeful that Orion or ZB or 
both would come back with a 
class championship. Two 
days of racing on the longest 
rally cross course any of us 
had ever driven and a lot of 
controversy in the M4 class 
made for an intense week-
end. When all the dust and 
mud had settled, Tim White 
came away with the Stock 
front wheel drive champion-
ship and I won the Stock all 
wheel drive Championship. I 
was in shock. I didn't know 
how to act. I went quiet and 
introverted. How could I have 
won a SCCA National Cham-
pionship when I had never 
before been competitive on 
even a divisional level?. Was 
it a fluke? Was I lucky? All 
sorts of thoughts were racing 
though my brain. The last 
OVR Rally Cross event of the 

season reinforced my 
thoughts that it was a fluke. 
On an extremely muddy and 
slippery course, it was like the 
beginning of the season when 
I couldn't get the car to turn. I 
came in last place in my 
class! Something I have 
never done in all my SCCA 
competitions. Oh well, I was 
still a National Champ.  

2009 

A new season is here and not 
soon enough. I have new 
Nokian tires now allowed by 
the 2009 regs. Iôm hoping 
they work better than my pre-
vious tires. Iôve heard good 
thing about them. Our first 
event, I let Orion drive my 
Evo in M4 class (his M4 car is 
broken) and I drive it in SA. 
He proceeds to drives my 
stock car to FTD, annihilating 
the rest of his class, and I end 
up second fastest for the day. 
I love these new tires! Iôm 
feeling better about my skills, 
finally being able to close in 
on Orionôs times. The next 
two events I finally reach my 
goal. I set FTD! Did I mention, 
I really love these tires? 

Now finally, what the title of 
this article alluded to. Iôll bet 
you never thought Iôd get 
here. For 2009, the Ohio Val-
ley Region of the Sports Car 
Club of America hosted the 
Rally Cross Eastern States 
Championship. We were ex-
cited to have our region 
picked for this event and eve-
ryone worked hard to put on a 
first class rally cross. Two 
days of competition, this 
would be fun, or two days of 

fun with a little competition 
mixed in. No. This was a Na-
tional event and the competi-
tion would be intense. 
Though I had managed to win 
all my class events so far this 
year, it amounted to only 
three, as we had a couple of 
events cancelled. I was feel-
ing a little nervous and inse-
cure going up against people 
from all over the country. De-
spite the economic woes that 
plague the U.S. we had 58 
competitors show up from all 
corners of the country.  

This was one of the dustiest 
rally crosses I have ever at-
tended. As soon as we wore 
through the grass, which was 
during the first session, the 
dust billowed in huge clouds 
behind each car. The corner 
workers had to make dust 
masks out of whatever they 
could find and everyone and 
everything had a layer of grit 
on it by the end of the day.   

By the end of Saturday, de-
spite hitting numerous cones, 
I had amassed a 9 second 
lead and was feeling a little 
more confident going into the 
next days competition. Sun-
day we had a water truck on 
sight to try and control the 
dust, though it didnôt end up 
helping. 

I was hitting cones all day, 
and because our times were 
not being posted, I thought 
my lead was being whittle 
away down to a mere second 
or two. Miles Voegeli, a fellow 
OVR competitor, was in sec-
ond place and had dogged 
me ever since I had moved to 
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