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Don’t  

Forget…  

Send any  

submissions 

for future  

issues of the 

magazine to: 

theob-

serversstand@g

mail.com  

 

We’d love  

pictures from 

events,  

articles, or 

even snippets 

of information 

that would be 

relevant to the 

members of 

OVR! 



I can‟t believe its 2010 already. 

Last year went so quickly yet at 

times it seemed like it was 

hardly moving. In any case I 

start with apologies for not hav-

ing columns in the most recent 

issues of The Observers Stand. I 

have excuses, but needless to say 

it really doesn‟t matter after the 

fact. What matters most is the 

region is in good shape finan-

cially and as always we are mov-

ing forward. 

On that idea of moving forward 

there is much to bring you up to 

speed on. With this issue of the 

magazine I‟m happy to announce 

our new editors: Simi and Aaron 

Ritch. There will be changes and 

that‟s a good thing as change is 

good for us. Simi has some great 

ideas for this year and I hope all 

of you will help her by sending 

race recaps and other stories to 

be published. I challenge the 

club racers to submit a quick 

recap of their weekends and 

share their love of the sport with 

others. Solo drivers are famous 

for having their photos in the 

magazine, but we need more 

write-ups. Submit them to Simi 

or she might assign them. 

Several of us returned from the 

2010 SCCA National Convention 

and you can find the reviews in 

this issue. As February come to 

an end we leap into the 2010 

schedule with the Great Lakes 

Spring training Seminar in 

Toledo. This year Solo will hold 

their own sessions elsewhere. 

We held our annual awards ban-

quet and I have to give Willy 

Church a huge Thank You! This 

years banquet was great and 

attendance was good. I have sev-

eral trophies from people that 

did not attend. I‟ve handed out a 

few already, but have many at 

home still. In my next column 

I‟m going to list them out and try 

to get the pile down. In fact I 

have many from previous years 

too. If you see your name as a 

winner give me a call and we will 

get that trophy to you. If you 

haven‟t noticed yet we moved our 

monthly BOD meetings please 

make sure you check the website 

to verify the location before com-

ing out. Our first meeting was at 

the  Winking Lizard Tavern at 

CROSSWOODS and it was a bit 

noisy that first night we hope 

that things go a lot smoother 

with some changes to the seating 

arrangements. It was also great 

to welcome representatives from 

Mid-Ohio and ARSHOT to give 

presentations on their respective 

groups. ARSHOT is hoping to 

develop Cooper Stadium as a 

Motorsports facility.  

For more info see 

www.cooperparkcomplex.com 

and help make this a reality. 

Finally, it would not be the RE-

ality Check without a little 

hockey mixed in with the racing. 

The USA team beat Canada in 

the Olympics and the same hap-

pened with my son‟s team as he 

got to battle in a home and home 

series with a team from Toronto. 

We go play in Toronto in a few 

weeks. Unfortunately I missed 

the games as I was in Detroit 

with my daughter for a tourna-

ment. She gets her crack at the 

Canadians as a member of the 

Team USA U10 all girls team at 

a tournament in Brampton On-

tario over Easter. Lots of fun to 

be had driving up there twice in 

two weeks. Hopefully all this 

snow has long since melted by 

then. 

This issue of the OS has been quite 

a learning process for me, When I 

volunteered to take on the task of 

putting together the magazine I 

don‟t fully think I realized I knew 

what I was getting myself into.  

I admire all the previous editors of 

the magazine for selflessly putting 

so much work and effort into the 

magazine without ever really letting 

on everything that is required. It‟s 

been an awesome experience to fig-

ure out my first publishing project 

and really hope that as we continue 

to learn more the magazine shows 

it‟s progress as well. 

I‟m looking forward to getting sub-

missions from the membership to 

help make this magazine full of 

things that are even more relevant 

to all of the readers. 

As we move forward the frequency 

of the magazine is still being worked 

on; hopefully this won‟t be a prob-

lem and now that the first one is on 

it‟s way to the printer I will hope to 

not allow myself to get quite as far 

behind from a publishing perspec-

tive as I did with the first one. The 

task seemed quite daunting.  

 

Along the same time I switched jobs 

and have been pretty over whelmed 

by everything I had taken on.  

This will be calming down; but at 

the same time we will be adding rac-

ing back into our life schedule (this 

is a GREAT thing don‟t think for a 

moment I mind).   

So in closing I appreciate your com-

ing along for the ride as I figure out 

all the ins and outs of the OS, and I 

welcome any feedback you have to 

make the magazine even better; I 

especially welcome any volunteers 

who may want to help with layout!  

RE-ality Check By Dave Brown 
Editor Update 
 By Simi Ritch 
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I wanted to thank all the mem-

bers who helped out with the 2009 

awards banquet. It went well and 

most all had fun. I did ! I could 

not have pulled it off without your 

help . THANK YOU!   

We had 150 attendees and I made 

a few changes from the years past 

the keep up with the economic 

times. So any comments about 

what you would like to see 

changed let me know.    

You as well as every member who 

helps out throughout the year in 

all parts of the Ohio Valley Region 

make this such a great club. What 

makes a club is members helping 

out with a common interest and 

we have many ,and hope more 

can help out this year.  

Have a  fun year and join us at  

the socializers.  

We have a pinewood derby 

planned in April, along with a 

party at the OVR National Race, 

the Columbus Clippers Game, 

School Bus Racing. We may have 

some additional socializers as we 

iron out the schedule please be 

sure to check the dates and times 

on the website: http://www.ovr-

scca.org/_ovrclub/meetings/

meetings.asp?hl=social.asp 

Social Update By Willy Church Name Date Location 

Pinewood 
Derby 

4/21/2010 Winking Lizard - 
Crosswoods 

Party at 
National 
Race 

5/22/2010 Mid Ohio 
Lexington, Ohio 

Columbus 
Clippers 
Socializer 

7/27/2010 Clippers  
Stadium 
Columbus 

School Bus 
Racing 

8/21/2010 Columbus Motor 
Speedway 

Nomina-
tions 

10/20/2010 Winking Lizard - 
Crosswoods 

Elections 11/24/2010 Winking Lizard - 
Crosswoods 

2010 Ban-
quet 

1/15/2011 Holiday Inn  
Columbus - 
Worthington 

Drew Bell the winner of the Gravity Grand Prix held on February 24th.  

Photo Courtesy Willy Church 
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2009 Banquet Photos By  Brian Baby 
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In Memoriam 
 

 

 

In the past few months the region has lost members who have ac-

tively participated in the  club over the years , they will certainly 

be missed. 

John Pfetzing 1/27/2010 

Bob Bruce 1/27/2010 

Judy Cowie 2/4/2010 

Mark Alexander 3/10/2010 

 

Contributions have been made in their honor to different causes 

they have supported by OVR.  
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The new year is upon us and I am 
looking forward to racing season 
in 2010.  We are going to try to 
implement several changes in the 
solo program this year and grow 
our PDX program.  The Rally 
cross program is getting prepped 
for the season after giving us 
some great attention with the 
East Coast Championship they 
held in 2009 and we have three 
club races again for 2010. 

On the solo front,  I am going to 
try to step back from front lines 
of the program.  As I had pre-
dicted last year, my current work 
load  may impact how many solo 
events I can attend this year, so it 
is time to involve some fresh 
faces in the leadership roles at 
each event.  Stick with us for 
2010 because there may be some 
growing pains as we try to re-
structure the program some. 

1. We are going to try to rotate 
new people into chiefs roles for 
each event.  That means chiefs 
can sign up for 2-3 events or 
more if they WANT to, but do not 
have to feel like they MUST be at 
every points event.   This also 
means that the chief for Grid last 
week may be the chief for Set up 
next week.  The job variety 
should help prevent some of the 
burnout we have seen over the 
last year.   Certain key positions 
may only have 3 or 4 people 
throughout the year, (Timing, 
chair, safety) but even this is a 
departure from how we have 
done things over the last few 
years.   The rest of the positions 
are up for grabs.  We prefer to 
have some experience for these 
roles and it is still up to the chair-
person if they feel that the person 
is qualified for the role. However, 

if you want to try a position for a 
day please contact me and we can 
make sure you get the training 
you need for that position. 

2. We are changing our trophy 
system for standard events.  Gov-
ernors Cup and the Great Lakes 
Divisional Series race will have 
standard trophies, but we are re-
ducing the positions awarded at 
regular points events. In addition 
the awards will be certificates 
with a discount for your next 
race.  When we reviewed the fi-
nancials over the last few years, 
over half the entry cost is in sanc-
tions, insurance, and lot rental.  
Our next largest cost is trophies.  
They typically run $5-$7 each and 
we pay that much whether you 
win 1st or 5th.  I also tend to take 
about ½ of the trophy purchase 
home each weekend because peo-
ple either do not stay to pick 
them up, or we overbuy for the 
event. (This is not as bad as it 
seems because then we would 
recycle the trophies and use them 
at later events.)  I think the solu-
tion that Aaron Ritch has come up 
with will provide something that 
the racers can use, gives back to 
the club, and keeps our overhead 
down. 

3. Our timing and scoring sys-
tem is getting long in the tooth 
and some of its operating quirks 
have been impacting us over the 
last year. We are purchasing AX-
ware so that we can grow and 
move forward with the program.  
Axware gives us flexibility for 
number of runs per day, unique 
car groupings, more PAX based 
options, and external interfaces 
such as bar code readers.  It may 
take an event or two to get the 
wrinkles out, but then we should 

be good to go. 

4. We have purchased 400 new 
cones for this year and are trans-
ferring the old ones to Rally cross 
to support them as they try to 
build up their own equipment 
resources. 

We are going to switch to Mo-
torsportsreg as an on line regis-
tration service.  DLB served us 
well for many years, but for con-
sistency within OVR we are trying 
to get to one on line system for all 
of our registration work.  Now 
Club, PDX, Solo and I believe Rally 
cross can all be found at the same 
place.  This also cross trains sev-
eral of our registrars for each of 
those events so we can help each 
other with technical issues when 
they arise. 

Financially the cone purchase and 
software will impact our start to 
the year and it will take several 
events to pay off these capital 
outlays at the beginning of the 
season, but the BoD has been very 
supportive that we have gone 
about as far as we could with the 
old equipment and it is time to 
freshen things up.  This means we 
all need to respect the equipment 
we have and take car of it the best 
we can.  We are hoping the major 
issues with Moby are behind us 
and as we get back into the black 
we can start concentrating on 
new radio purchases, etc. 

On the solo race locations front 
there has been a lot of work going 
on and I want to recognize Jon 
Beerman for doing a tremendous 
amount of footwork over the win-
ter.  The motorsports idea for 
Cooper Stadium is getting some 
traction and thanks to Jon we are 

Solo Report—Andy Bell  
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establishing a good relationship 
with that group.   We believe the 
facility, as proposed, would be 
able to accommodate our auto-
cross program although not in the 
same way we use the facility now.  
This summer the final decisions 
will be made by Franklin County 
and if successful we may have 
access to Cooper again until con-
struction starts and then again 
once it is complete.  We are again 
working with National Trails for 
several events this year and are 
working with OSU to confirm our 

dates on the Ackerman lot as well. 

Finally, there may be a new facil-
ity for those of us who like to 
travel. Good progress has been 
made on establishing an SCCA 
foothold at Wilmington Airpark.  
The Cincinnati and Dayton guys 
are working it with some support 
from OVR.  If it works out we may 
be able to share the facility for 
large events in the same way that 
the Indiana clubs share Grissom 
AFB for large events.  Keep look-
ing for sites.  Locations are in high 

demand since several autocross 
locations around town have be-
come unavailable for various rea-
sons and the other Marque clubs 
are looking for places to run as 
well. 

I am looking forward to the sea-
son and the challenges that lie 
ahead.  I am confident that as we 
get used to the new structure it 
will reduce the stress and work-
load for each individual, but we 
are counting on you club mem-
bers to make that happen!!!  

2010 Solo Schedule 

 

Event Date Location 

Test & Tune 04-03-2010, Sat National Trail Raceway 

Points 1 04-10-2010, Sat National Trail Raceway 

Points 2 05-15-2010, Sat OSU Ackerman Lot 

Drivers School 05-30-2010, Sun OSU Ackerman Lot 

Points 3 05-31-2010, Mon OSU Ackerman Lot 

Points 4 06-06-2010, Sun OSU Ackerman Lot 

Street Survival 06-26-2010, Sat OSU Ackerman Lot 

Points 5 06-27-2010, Sun OSU Ackerman Lot 

Points 6 07-10-2010, Sat OSU Ackerman Lot 

Points 7 Governors Cup 07-11-2010, Sun OSU Ackerman Lot 

Points 8 07-18-2010, Sun National Trail Raceway 

Points 9 08-08-2010, Sun OSU Ackerman Lot 

PDX 09-03-2010, Fri Mid Ohio  

Points 10 09-05-2010, Sun OSU Ackerman Lot 

Points 11 10-03-2010, Sun OSU Ackerman Lot 

Fun run 10-23-2010, Sat National Trail Raceway 

Fun run 2 11-07-2010, Sun National Trail Raceway 
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How long is two tenths of a 
second? The blink of an eye? 
The snap of your finger? Not 
much time really, but as eve-
ryone who races knows, it's 
all it takes to win or lose. I did 
both this year by that slim 
margin. 

 

I joined SCCA 
in 1996 with 
the hopes and 
dreams of be-
coming a world 
class road 
racer.  Not an 
uncommon 
dream for most 
of us. Though 
the "world 
class" part has 
eluded most of us, we still 
love racing and give it every-
thing we have. I discovered 
shortly that the expense of 
road racing was beyond my 
means at the time, so I 
started doing open track days 
whenever I could. This didn't 
happen often enough to sat-
isfy my appetite for speed so I 
started auto crossing to fill in 
the gaps between track 
events. I did all my events to 
have fun as I have never had 
the "fierce competitor" atti-
tude. I enjoyed learning car 
control and found personal 
satisfaction in finally making a 
car do what I wanted it to do. 
Though I wasn't fast enough 
to win any auto cross events 

early on, I managed many 
second and third places (and 
fourth and fifths). It wasn't un-
til 2003 when I purchased my 
Mitsubishi Evolution that I 
start becoming a "little com-
petitive". What brought this on 
was that I started winning and 

I liked it. Its 
amazing how, 
when you're not 
winning you race 
for fun but when 
you start winning 
those competi-
tive juices start 
flowing and you 
want to keep on 
winning. I man-
aged to win the 
OVR solo II 
championship in 

A stock that year and 
promptly stopped winning 
thereafter. This was partly 
due to my car being reclassi-
fied and my unwillingness to 
build the car up to class stan-
dards. So it was back to hav-
ing "fun" (and I was). 

In 2006 Orion Fairman 
started an OVR Rally Cross 
program. What the heck was 
Rally Cross? I had never 
heard of it. An auto cross in 
the dirt? Isn't that hard on the 
cars? I had so many ques-
tions but it certainly sounded 
intriguing. There were two 
events that year but due to 
zoning concerns we lost out 
lot. Then at the last Solo 

points event of the 2007 sea-
son at National Trails Race-
way, the start of another rally 
cross season was organized 
for the following day in their 
overflow parking area. The 
event was held in a nice hay 
field with some elevation 
changes. This was done in 
the hopes of attracting some 
of the Solo people to Rally 
Cross and it worked. This 
would be the beginning of the 
2007-2008 Rally Cross sea-
son. Saturday after the Solo 
event I went to the field where 
the Rally Cross course was 
being set up. I asked if I could 
do a slow lap just to see if my 
car could handle the rough 
surface. By the end of the lap 
I wasn't going slow and it did-
n't seem unduly rough. Sign 
me up!  

Sunday morning I was there 
bright and early with worn out 
snow tires on the front and 
my street/auto cross tire on 
the rear (what a combo). But 
not to worry, the Evo was a 
street version of a world class 
road rally car. How could I not 
do well? I'd been auto cross-
ing for over 8 years. After two 
spins in the same corner and 
not being able to rotate the 
car the way I wanted, my con-
fidence (some may say over-
confidence) going in was 
soon snuffed out. Would I do 
this the rest of the 2007-2008 
season? The Evo is my daily 

2 Tenths; A Members’ Journey to Becoming a 

National Champion By Scott Johnson 

Photo Courtesy Wes Duenkle 
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driver so I had to get new 
snow tires to survive the win-
ter roads anyway. This time 
when I purchased them I kept 
in mind the tire requirements 
for Rally Cross. After my first 
three Rally Cross events I 
was still struggling. The 
events were slippery grass or 
mud or both and I was in awe 
of Orion, ZB Lorenc and oth-
ers as they drifted their cars 
sideways through the corners 
with rooster tails of mud 
ejaculated from their tires. 
This is what I wanted to do!  
What was my problem? I de-
cided to make my goal to 
eventually match Orion's 
times as he was usually FTD. 
I had to try something. The 
next event started out slip-
pery like the previous ones 
and I was tailing my class by 
5 seconds. I had been trying 
left foot braking and using the 
e-brake to get the Evo to drift 
through the corners. No suc-
cess. After lunch for the after-
noon session I said screw it, 
no more left foot breaking or 
e brake just go banzai. Fortu-
nately for me the track had 
dried up enough for me to get 
traction and the Evo started 
doing what I knew it could do. 
Finally!  By the end of the 
event I had gained 10 sec-
onds and won my class. OH 
NO! Now I'm becoming 
"competitive" again. Would I 
still have fun? In spades! As it 
turned out I competed the 
rest of the 2007-2008 season, 
steadily improving and won 
my class, Prepared all wheel 
drive 

Mid 2008 

By this time I’d started auto 
crossing less and rally cross-
ing more. I started winning 
regularly and was having 
more fun than I have had in a 
long time. Does winning help 
make it more fun or does hav-
ing more fun help 
you win? A deep 
philosophical 
question I can't 
answer. I even 
won a National 
Challenge event 
that boosted my 
confidence to the point that I 
thought I might have an iota 
of talent for this sport. A cou-
ple of more wins and the next 
thing I hear is Orion and ZB 
discussing whether they are 
going to the Rally Cross Na-
tional Championship. Both of 
these guys had competed in 
the previous years first Na-
tional Championship. Did I 
dare consider myself good 
enough to compete at the na-
tional level? I wasn't that con-
fident. Maybe I should take a 
Rally Cross driving school. As 
it happened Paul Ecklund 
was putting on a school spon-
sored by Randy Lee and the 
Tennessee region of SCCA at 
the very site of the National 
Championship. How conven-
ient. Paul and Randy were 
both excellent instructors and 
set up a variety of driving ex-
ercises to hone our driving 
skills. They both convinced 
me that I was a good driver 
and if I would just not hit so 
many cones (always a prob-
lem for me) I might have a 
chance of doing well at the 
National Championship. 
That's what I needed to hear. 

I would be going to the Rally 
Cross National Championship 
and give it my best shot. 

In the mean time, back at the 
ranch I decided to put rally 
tires on my car instead of 

snow tires. 
This is not an 
easy proposi-
tion on an Evo. 
They only 
make rally tire 
for 15" rims or 
smaller. The 

Evo needs 17" rims to clear 
the brakes. What to do?   

Fortunately another member 
with an Evo, Jamie Easley 
found a used “small brake” kit 
that would allow the Evo to 
accept 15" rims. A bit of con-
fusion (allot actually) arose at 
this point as to whether the 
brake kit would take me out of 
Prepared all wheel drive class 
and put me in Modified 4 
class. Some knowledgeable 
people told me that I'd be OK 
in Prepared and others said I 
had to move to Mod 4 and I 
wasn't smart enough to read 
the Rally Cross regulations to 
decide for myself. Again, 
what to do? Prepared, Mod 
4? Mod 4, Prepared? How 
about going to Stock all wheel 
drive? The only reason I was 
in a Prepared class was be-
cause I had camber plates 
and a larger rear sway bar 
that I had put on for Solo II. 
The camber plates would not 
affect the handling if they 
were removed the sway bar 
on the other hand would. How 
much? In theory it should 
make me faster, as the rear 

“I might have a chance of 

doing well at the National 

Championship” 
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end wouldn't rotate as easily. 
Could I adjust just a few 
events before the National 
Championship? Should I 
even make the change this 
season? I decided to move to 
Stock All Wheel Drive 
(anyone need a small brake 
kit for an Evo?). It was a good 
decision. The Evo was faster 
and I was starting to get 
closer to my goal of matching 
Orion's times. 

October 2008 

Six of us from OVR are 
headed to Nashville, Tennes-
see for the 2008 Rally Cross 
National Championship, 
Orion and ZB, the veterans, 
and Draco Withington, Mike 
Paktinat, Tim White and my-
self, the rookies. We were 
hopeful that Orion or ZB or 
both would come back with a 
class championship. Two 
days of racing on the longest 
rally cross course any of us 
had ever driven and a lot of 
controversy in the M4 class 
made for an intense week-
end. When all the dust and 
mud had settled, Tim White 
came away with the Stock 
front wheel drive champion-
ship and I won the Stock all 
wheel drive Championship. I 
was in shock. I didn't know 
how to act. I went quiet and 
introverted. How could I have 
won a SCCA National Cham-
pionship when I had never 
before been competitive on 
even a divisional level?. Was 
it a fluke? Was I lucky? All 
sorts of thoughts were racing 
though my brain. The last 
OVR Rally Cross event of the 

season reinforced my 
thoughts that it was a fluke. 
On an extremely muddy and 
slippery course, it was like the 
beginning of the season when 
I couldn't get the car to turn. I 
came in last place in my 
class! Something I have 
never done in all my SCCA 
competitions. Oh well, I was 
still a National Champ.  

2009 

A new season is here and not 
soon enough. I have new 
Nokian tires now allowed by 
the 2009 regs. I’m hoping 
they work better than my pre-
vious tires. I’ve heard good 
thing about them. Our first 
event, I let Orion drive my 
Evo in M4 class (his M4 car is 
broken) and I drive it in SA. 
He proceeds to drives my 
stock car to FTD, annihilating 
the rest of his class, and I end 
up second fastest for the day. 
I love these new tires! I’m 
feeling better about my skills, 
finally being able to close in 
on Orion’s times. The next 
two events I finally reach my 
goal. I set FTD! Did I mention, 
I really love these tires? 

Now finally, what the title of 
this article alluded to. I’ll bet 
you never thought I’d get 
here. For 2009, the Ohio Val-
ley Region of the Sports Car 
Club of America hosted the 
Rally Cross Eastern States 
Championship. We were ex-
cited to have our region 
picked for this event and eve-
ryone worked hard to put on a 
first class rally cross. Two 
days of competition, this 
would be fun, or two days of 

fun with a little competition 
mixed in. No. This was a Na-
tional event and the competi-
tion would be intense. 
Though I had managed to win 
all my class events so far this 
year, it amounted to only 
three, as we had a couple of 
events cancelled. I was feel-
ing a little nervous and inse-
cure going up against people 
from all over the country. De-
spite the economic woes that 
plague the U.S. we had 58 
competitors show up from all 
corners of the country.  

This was one of the dustiest 
rally crosses I have ever at-
tended. As soon as we wore 
through the grass, which was 
during the first session, the 
dust billowed in huge clouds 
behind each car. The corner 
workers had to make dust 
masks out of whatever they 
could find and everyone and 
everything had a layer of grit 
on it by the end of the day.   

By the end of Saturday, de-
spite hitting numerous cones, 
I had amassed a 9 second 
lead and was feeling a little 
more confident going into the 
next days competition. Sun-
day we had a water truck on 
sight to try and control the 
dust, though it didn’t end up 
helping. 

I was hitting cones all day, 
and because our times were 
not being posted, I thought 
my lead was being whittle 
away down to a mere second 
or two. Miles Voegeli, a fellow 
OVR competitor, was in sec-
ond place and had dogged 
me ever since I had moved to 
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the Stock all wheel drive 
class the previous season. 
He is an excellent driver and 
has won his share of events. 
On the second to last run of 
the day I ran 60.5 seconds, 
just shy of the 59 second runs 
the M4 class was running. It 
would be really great to run a 
time equal to the guys in M4. 
On the last run most people 
would be saying to them-
selves, “I only have a 1or 2 
second lead, lets make good 
safe run, don’t hit any cones, 
and maybe I can win this 
thing”. Instead I’m sitting 
there on the starting line 
thinking, I can do a 59, I can 
do a 59. The flag drops and I 
start my last run. Feeling 
good, haven’t hit any cones 
yet, maybe I can do it. I en-
tered a corner, that had given 
me problems all day, way too 
fast.  #&*@!  I can’t brake 
hard enough! I’m going to 
miss a gate, a 10 second 

penalty! Wait! Don’t panic, 
just loop around the gate and 
re-enter it, I’ll only loose a few 
seconds, there might be a 
small chance. As I make the 
loop, I’m faced with going 
though an area of groundhog 
holes and possibly damaging 
my car. My loop now be-
comes larger than I planned. 
As I complete the loop and 
enter the gate correctly, I 
hesitate for a fraction of a 
second, thinking all is lost and 
take it easy for the rest of the 
course. I then come to my 
senses, completing the 
course with no more mis-
takes. As I got out of my car I 
had no idea of my placing, 1

st
, 

2
nd

, last? Miles approached 
me, wondering what had hap-
pened to me out there, and 
we headed off to timing and 
scoring discussing the possi-
ble outcomes. We hadn’t 
gone far when ZB came to-
ward us from the timing truck, 

yelling 2 tenths, 2 tenths! 
Who do you think won ZB 
then asked. I pointed towards 
Miles half hoping I was 
wrong, but ZB pointed to 
Miles also and I know I’d 
blown it. As it turned out, 
even though I had hit many 
cones throughout the day I 
still had a 10 second lead 
over Mile on the second to 
last run. I lost 10 seconds and 
a fraction in that one mistake. 
I’m still disappointed in the 
result and I still end up kick-
ing myself over trying to fig-
ure out what I should have 
done differently. 

The next event was the 2009 
National Rally Cross Champi-
onship in Fountain, Colorado. 
Economically I could barely 
afford to go. Emotionally, I 
couldn’t not go. A year had 
passed since I had won the 
2008 Championship, but I still 
had thoughts that it was luck 
or a fluke. Maybe if I did well 
this year those felling would 
go away. I hadn’t been to 
Colorado for many years and 
of all the time I had been 
there I had never driven up 
Pike’s Peak. This was a must 
do before I went on to the 
championship. It’s a beautiful 
drive and I enjoyed it im-
mensely even if traffic kept 
me from driving faster than I 
probably would have. 

The Rally Cross National 
Championship was held at 
the U.S. Truck Driving School 
between Fountain and Pueblo 
and Friday was test and tune 
day. I needed to be there be-
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cause I had been warned that 
the surface was completely 
different from anything I was 
used to and that the Colorado 
Rally Crossers liked their 
courses tight and technical. 
Pretty much the opposite of 
what I liked. Friday 
was cold but dry 
and my first test run 
was a disaster. The 
surface was much 
looser than I ex-
pected and having 
not walked the 
course I had no 
idea where it went 
and promptly got 
lost; not much of a 
confidence builder. 
Subsequent run got 
better but I could 
find no one in my class to 
compare times to. So I set my 
sights on M4 as I did in my 
home region. I was nowhere 
as close as I wanted to be. I 
got tips from Ken Cashion, 
the chief steward of the event 
and Warren Elliot who be-
came my biggest cheer 
leader for this event. I didn’t 
get any closer to the M4 class 
but felt I was doing my best 
by the end of the day. 

That evening the local region 
held a night rally cross that I 
thought would be fun to at-
tend but being an “old man” 
who needs his “beauty sleep”, 
I passed. Saturday morning 
held freezing drizzle and rain. 
The event was delayed an 
hour to give competitors trav-
eling greater distances a 
chance to get there. Reports 
of a 50 car pile up in Denver. 
One of the drivers in my class 

doesn’t make it. How icy will 
the course surface be? There 
are two separate courses run-
ning simultaneously, a longer 
one and a short one. SA will 
run the short course first. By 
the time I make my first run 

the ice is not a problem. The 
surface is as dry as it was Fri-
day. I lead by 8 seconds after 
the short course, which sur-
prises me as I am still not 
used this tight technical 
course. Hopefully the longer 
course will be more open. 
Not! It has some hair pin 
turns that are so confined that 
you can’t kick out the rear 
end without hitting cones and 
so tight that the turning radius 
of my car barely gets me 
though without a penalty. The 
surface conditions are also 
more varied than on the short 
course. By the end of the day 
I’m only 6 seconds ahead of 
my competition. Sunday 
they’re going to combine both 
courses into one big super 
course. I was hopeful that 

maybe this course will be 
more open; it didn’t end up 
being so. 

Sunday morning there was 
more freezing drizzle and it 
was colder. All the two wheel 

drive classes will run 
first so all of us 4 
wheel drive drivers 
are working corners. 
Everyone seems to 
be having trouble at 
my corner. They’re all 
sliding to the outside 
at exit. No one can 
get their rear end to 
rotate and keep their 
nose in tight. It does-
n’t look off camber. I’ll 
have to see how my 
car handle it. 

I am the first one to run for 
the final session of the event. 
The pressure is on and I’m 
feeling it. Warren is cheering 
me on, telling me all I have to 
do is maintain my 6 second 
lead. Is that all? I’m sure go-
ing to try. My first run is 
sloppy and I don’t fell very 
good about it, but at the finish 
line the tell me I’ve set the 
fastest time for the day. This 
should have made me feel 
good, but the thought that 
came to my mind was “that 
won’t last”. Unfortunately I 
was right. All those following 
me were faster by a signifi-
cant amount. I needed to step 
it up if was to maintain my 
lead. The rest of my runs 
were as bad as the first one, 
and I watched my lead disap-
pear as everyone else in my 
class improved their times. 
Finally on my last run, unlike 
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the Eastern States Champi-
onship, I put together a good 
run that was in the ball park 
of the rest of my class. Was it 
enough? 

It was déjà vu all over again. 
As myself, Jason Miller, who 
had been in second and Pe-
ter Zlamany, who had been in 
third, discussed how we 
thought the final order of fin-
ish would be, a friend of Ja-
son and Peter came from the 
timing truck and told us 
(unofficially) that Jason had 
won and Peter had come in 
second by 4 tenths of a sec-
ond. He wasn’t sure how I fin-
ished. I congratulated Jason 
and Peter, disappointed in 
myself for not having been 
able to drive better. Though, 
despite the cold and ice, I had 
a really fun time as I always 

do when I’m rally crossing. 

After packing our cars, we 
made our way into the build-
ing where the awards ban-
quet was to be held. As eve-
ryone milled around the room 
talking of the weekends 
events, they finally posted the 
official results. There was a 
mad rush by most everyone 
to check the final results. I 
need glasses to read and for 
some reason I had left them 
in my car. So as I approached 
the board where the results 
were posted, I saw Peter in 
front of me and asked him to 
read the times and tell me 
how far back I was. There 
was a pause and he said “you 
won, by two tenths of a sec-
ond.” I stood there in stunned 
disbelief. Peter may have 
congratulated me, but I don’t 

2010 OVR Rally Cross Schedule 

Name Date Location 

Points Event 1 Saturday, April 17th 2010 National Trail Raceway Lot 'F' 

Points Event 2 Saturday, May 1st 2010 National Trail Raceway Lot 'F' 

Points Event 3 Saturday, June 5th 2010 WOR Region - TBA 

Points Event 4 Saturday, August 7th 2010 WOR Region - TBA 

OVR National Challenge / 

 Points Events 5&6 

Sat/Sun  

September 25th-26th 2010 

National Trail Raceway Lot 'C' 

Points Events 7 Saturday, October 16th 2010 National Trail Raceway Lot 'C' 

Points Event 8 Saturday, October 31st 2010 National Trail Raceway Lot 'C' 

remember. I was in a daze as 
I let what he said sink in. 
Then a wave of mixed emo-
tions, “I won!” I felt bad for 
Jason and Peter with the con-
fusion over the results. 

 

In the end, my last run saved 
my lead by the narrowest of 
margins to give me my sec-
ond National Rally Cross 
Championship in a row. I 
have more confidence in my 
abilities now, and maybe my 
first Championship wasn’t a 
fluke, but I hold no allusions 
that I can go on winning, but I 
do know I will always have 
fun. 
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I was lucky enough to be able to 

represent OVR at the 2010 SCCA 

National Convention in Las Vegas. 

As it was last year the even was 

held at the South Point Hotel, Ca-

sino and Spa. Four representatives 

of OVR went to Las Vegas to cover 

as much as we could.  Joining me 

was Phil Alspach, Larry Hall, and 

Tim White. I came back richer in 

knowledge and decidedly poorer in 

wealth. Thru this report maybe I 

can pass that knowledge on. 

This year I flew out a day early to 

avoid last year‟s nightmare of 

travel. The convention took place 

about 3 weeks earlier compared to 

last year and Las Vegas in January 

can be pretty cold and snowy. In 

fact less than a week before the con-

vention there was considerable 

snowfall on the strip as a friend of 

mine spent that week in Vegas and 

told me what type of clothing to 

bring. Long sleeved was in order. I 

flew from Columbus to Atlanta and 

was lucky to have an open seat next 

to me which is always a pleasure. 

My connecting flight to Las Vegas 

was in the same terminal too. I ar-

rived in plenty of time to be on a 

early flight and again I had an open 

seat next to me on a Boeing 767 

which meant lots of room to stretch 

out! I always try to Avoid flying 

Southwest Airlines even when it 

means I have a stop instead of a 

direct flight. A day of travel like 

this is easy and I arrived and called 

Phil and Larry to pick me up at the 

airport. 

Check in went smoothly and after a 

long day I had a quick dinner. 

Wednesday morning Phil and Larry 

went sight seeing and returned at 

lunchtime to take me to In N Out 

Burger. Now if you have never been 

out west you have no idea how good 

these are. They only serve burgers 

and fries with a milkshake or coke. 

That‟s it! How you order it is up to 

you. While eating we got a lesson in 

all things Vegas from a former 

Ohioan and now local resident. We 

spent the rest of the afternoon on 

the strip checking out the various 

casinos and looking for cheap gifts 

to bring back for my kids. 

Late that evening Tim and his wife 

Ashley came in and we all gathered 

to eat at midnight for the “Cab 

Driver Special” which was breakfast 

food for about $3 a person. Nice! 

Unfortunately the next morning 

was the start of the conference and 

I had an 8:00am meeting on RE 

orientation. The big news here was 

memberships are changing. The 

spouse membership is going away 

and the family option is being dis-

counted. The convention itself was 

somewhat different from last year 

in that they added a competitor 

track and while many of those 

meetings sounded great for me per-

sonally I always had ones that I 

needed to cover for the region. The 

RE‟s had a great meeting with the 

BOD and it was really nice to see 

that Great Lakes Division has lead-

ers from many regions that are will-

ing to stand up and speak their 

minds instead of just going with the 

flow. In fact I can think of RE‟s from 

4 other regions of Great Lakes Divi-

sion that brought up very thought 

provoking ideas. Most importantly 

these meeting help to break down 

barriers and at least for me make 

the members of the BOD seem like 

just another SCCA member. One of 

the main purposes of going is to be 

seen and heard by others so they 

know who you are when you inevi-

tably need to work together in the 

future. The day ended with visits to 

the vendor‟s area and the SCCA 

Annual Meeting and Town Hall fol-

lowed by the welcome reception pre-

sented by Mazda. Luckily this year 

there were no incriminating photos 

taken of me. At least none that I am 

aware of at this time. 

Friday morning‟s sessions included 

one with a strange name, but a 

message that will stick with me for 

a while. The title was “Give „em the 

Pickle” Customer service. The pres-

entation was a video from Bob Far-

rell, Founder of Farrell‟s Ice Cream 

Parlors. Some of you may remember 

that long ago there was a Farrell‟s 

at Graceland Shopping Center. In 

any case the “pickle” is something 

extra or special that you do for cus-

tomer service. We watched the 20 

minute video and had a long group 

discussion about customer service. 

Throughout the presentation and 

discussion I saw so many places 

where we as an organization can 

improve. The video was excellent 

and I encourage everybody to look 

into it. In fact I found it online at 

www.dailymotion.com/video/

x3dnb_give-em-the-pickle 

I encourage you to watch it and 

learn. We all got the little Heinz 

Pickle pins for attending. 

I ended the day with an excellent 

session on engine prepping to win 

from Joe Huffaker. During that 

presentation we got to hear an au-

dio clip of the 6.0 liter Ford 4 cam 

engine from Brandon Davis‟s Mus-

tang run on the dyno. The sounds 

were incredible. That evening I 

gathered the 10 OVR members for a 

nice dinner at the Silverado steak-

house. Joining us were Dick and 

Kevin Ruck, Sam and Carol 

Halkias, and Jerry Cabe in addition 

to every other member including 

Ashley White. It was a great way to 

relax and get ready for the final day 

of the convention and the awards 

that were to follow. 

The CRB Town Hall was the open-

ing attraction of this the final day 

and much like last year there was 

nothing earth shattering to come 

out. It became quite obvious that 

the CRB did not want a mandatory 

Head and Neck restraint rule 

passed, but the BOD did it anyways 

and many people including myself 

applaud them for it. These devices 

can save your neck in a severe 

2010 SCCA Convention Coverage: Dave Brown 
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crash. Formula 500 is being looked 

at to include and become F625 with 

motorcycle engines being tried out 

across the country. Spec Miata re-

mains a hot-button class with 

“parity” being a common theme. I 

tried to get help for the 94-94 1.8 to 

no avail. Yes I own one of those. The 

owners of 1.6 are also asking for 

help. Seems to me that if the „99‟s 

are somehow slowed it might make 

the racing better. I also attended 

the Executive Stewards Town Hall 

and much discussion was had over 

the GCR re-write, fuel testing, and 

sound control. You will hear all 

about it this year. Needless to say 

the GCR‟s won‟t be printed until 

late February. 

At the Club Racing Luncheon we 

learned that our very own Kevin 

Ruck was the winner of the Jim 

Fitzgerald Rookie of the Year 

Award. It came as a surprise to me. 

Within 2 seconds of the background 

of the winner I knew it was Kevin 

and as we all looked around the 

table it was nice to see the proud 

smile on Dick‟s face as well as 

Kevin‟s. For once it was nice to be 

seated at the front and with one of 

the stars of the show. Congratula-

tion Kevin! The afternoon went fast 

and before I knew it the time had 

come for the final awards and Hall 

of Fame induction ceremony. Once 

again it was great to be seated at 

the front as Sam Halkias was an-

nounced as the winner of the Presi-

dents Cup. What a wonderful honor 

for Sam and such a pleasure to have 

two of the big winners of the con-

vention at our table. We even re-

ceived a couple bottles of cham-

pagne from friends of Sam. A most 

excellent way to end the convention. 

Once again my trip home was to 

begin early and I left the Casino at 

4:00am to find no taxi‟s available 

and I waited about 15 minutes for 

one to show up. I made it thru TSA 

and boarded a jammed full Boeing 

757 one row behind Steve Harris. 

The trip to Atlanta was fast and 

easy. Before leaving Atlanta I 

grabbed some stuff for the kids and 

we came into Columbus early. The 

perfect end to a trip out west. What 

a difference a year makes! 

2010 SCCA NATIONAL CONVEN-

TION 
 

The week started off on a solemn note as I learned of 

the passing of John McGill, John Pfetzing, and 

OVR‟s Bob Bruce. All of this before I even stood in 

line at registration for the convention. The week went 

better as I was busy in meetings and ended on a couple 

high notes. Saturday was a great day as OVR‟s Kevin 

Ruck was awarded the Jim Fitzgerald Rookie of the 

year and OVR‟s Sam Halkias was awarded the Presi-

dent‟s Cup. I wonder if two drivers from the same region 

have ever earned those awards in the same year before. 

That was indeed cool! 

2010 SCCA Convention Coverage: Larry Hall 

OVR's Sam 

Halkias 

(President's 

Cup Winner) 

chats with 

OVR's Kevin 

Ruck (Rookie 

of the Year). 

 

 

Photo  

Courtesy 

Larry Hall. 
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The convention was held at the South Point Resort 

in Las Vegas for the second year. Although located 

on Las Vegas Boulevard, it is not in “the strip”. 

Let‟s just say if “the strip” were in downtown Co-

lumbus, the South Point would be across from 

Scioto Downs. 

The term “sequestered” comes to mind. 

 

The big news at the beginning of the meetings was 

changes in the national membership dues and dis-

counts for working or referrals. National dues for a 

member and spouse now fall under the revised 

FAMILY rate of $85. This saves couples $3 over 

last year and larger families $16. 

Referrals are now worth $10 instead of $5 and are 

unlimited. This money referred to as “SCCA Gold” 

can be used to pay dues, purchase SCCA merchan-

dise, or entry fees at a national office run event. A 

member may verify referrals credited to them on 

their member profile page on the SCCA website. If 

you believe the information is incorrect, contact 

member services. 

The discount for volunteers working SCCA events 

has also changed. Working 12+ days now earns a 

$45 reduction on your national dues, plus special 

ID card, recognition in Sports Car, and maybe more 

to be announced in the future. Working Pro event 

days is still “under consideration”. 

This was all good news, of course, but it was men-

tioned in too many different sessions wasting a lot 

of valuable time. There should have been a general 

announcement at the beginning of the convention 

and been done with it. 

 

The New Worker Membership incentive was a topic 

for one session as there is a lot of confusion con-

cerning this program and weekend memberships. 

The weekend membership is more popular method 

of recruiting members in the Solo and Rally Cross 

programs. The New Worker program is geared for 

recruiting club racing volunteers to work events. 

Their first weekend at the track is free and if they 

work 4 days/year their dues are $30 for the first 

three years. The form for this is a three-part form 

that is available from member services. NOTE: 

This program is also available for referrals. 

There is no space on the form so you have to hand-

write” REFERRING MEMBER #_______.” In the 

margin of the top copy to get credit. 

 

There will be a membership drive this year with 

pressure on the regions to grow as well as retain 

membership. This carries into several discussions 

on declining numbers of volunteers for club racing. 

These topics were focused on “Recruit and Retain” 

as well as “How to do more with less”. 

My plan was to attend sessions relating to my two 

specialties –Emergency Services and Race Admini-

stration- and fill in with general topics as the sched-

ule allowed. 

 

Emergency Services topics included the awareness 

of types of care required for older drivers and work-

ers versus the red bull generation. The issue of 

medical privacy vs. knowing who is allergic to bee 

stings and where their EpiPen was kept was dis-

cussed. 

A presentation was given on the extrication chal-

lenges presented by the structural components and 

alloys used in new showroom stock automobiles. 

The new Emergency Services Manual is currently 

being reviewed by the CRB. 

 

MotorsportsReg.com, which OVR uses for club 

racing on-line registration, gave a presentation as 

well as being available for specific discussions in the 

vendor hall. 

The new features for their program are: they can 

interface with SCCA national office to process week-

end memberships and membership verification, 

validate transponder #s, populate region of record 

data with SCCA approved region name/abbr/#. They 

are now able to process E-checks as well as credit 

cards. 

New features expected this year are an on-line Help 

function, a reporting overhaul and a new interface 

design. 

In a separate meeting with MotorsportsReg.com 

and Dorothy Harrington, we worked on standard-

izing reports for registrars in the Great Lakes Divi-

sion. This is a very responsive company and is will-

ing to help us set up a process that meets our re-

quirements. 
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I attended sessions on Registration and Timing and 

Scoring to obtain a better view of the challenges 

facing those specialties. It was enlightening how 

differently tasks are done across the US. Registra-

tion in some regions employed an “express line” 

staffed by a scrutineer to handle logbooks, helmets, 

etc. Other regions hold registration in the same 

building with a hospitality Welcoming area. This 

initiated a discussion on drinking beer and signing 

waivers. (Should be done in the reverse order). 

The Timing and Scoring session also highlighted 

how differently tasks are done but meet the same 

required results. A representative from AMB con-

ducted part of this session covering obtaining re-

placement parts and calibration services. 

 

A general session was held on Customer Service. 

This was a very good presentation using a video 

from the early 1980‟s titled “Give ‘em the pickle”. 

The star of the video was the owner of Farrell‟s res-

taurants. I remember one in Columbus; I think it 

was in Graceland. His keys to satisfying custom-

ers were: service, attitude, consistency, and team-

work. These principles are timeless and apply 

across the board. He ended the tape by stating 

“Allow people to complain – and then resolve that 

complaint”. A short workshop was held after that 

looking for ideas/inputs on how to improve cus-

tomer (member/driver/worker) relations. 

 

I thought the convention was done well. I learned 

something in each session I attended and there 

was time in each one to contribute feedback. Peo-

ple from the national office were accessible and 

willing to listen. I reacquainted myself with peo-

ple I had worked with at the RunOffs when they 

were at Mid-Ohio and made many new friends 

 

This was a very worthwhile trip.  

Sitting with SCCA Great Lakes Division team Dorothy and Duane 

Harrington, Larry Hall and Phil Alspach 

Photo Courtesy Larry Hall. 
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With this being my first trip to the 

SCCA National Convention and my 

first year chairing Rally cross, I was 

very excited to participate, meet, 

and learn as much as possible.  My 

wife decided to come along as well 

(mostly to keep me out of trouble I 

think) so we both enjoyed the sites 

and sounds of Vegas.  Ashley and I 

arrived in Vegas late in the evening 

on Wednesday and Phil was nice 

enough to come and pick us up to 

save us the cab fare.  I really think 

he just wanted to show off his new 

Chevy Aveo rental car.  We made it 

to the hotel and caught a late sup-

per with Dave, Phil and Larry 

where we had the entertainment of 

hearing about past conventions and 

what sites we should see while in 

Vegas. 

Thursday the convention started 

with people still arriving from all 

corners of the country.  Lots of new 

faces and a few familiar ones.  The 

3 days of the convention passed in a 

bit of a blur with all of the good ses-

sions and chances to meet new peo-

ple. 

The first session for me was the 

Solo Open Forum with lots of good 

discussion about new and upcoming 

information about Solo on both a 

national and local level. 

There will be a deduction in the 

family membership cost in compari-

son to previous years to absorb the 

members that would be left out by 

the removal of the spouse member-

ship.  This should simplify the cost 

structure and allow both families 

with and without kids a further dis-

count. 

Solo contingencies will now be 

available for signup online instead 

of requiring onsite paperwork.  The 

concept is to do everything online 

with the option to edit online as 

well in case you go to an event and 

have to drive a different car, on dif-

ferent tires, or a different class.  

You will also have the ability to as-

sign the payee in case the codriver 

won and the owner of the car does 

not want to have the contingency on 

his/her taxes. 

In reference to sound levels, most 

regions will use the road racing 

equipment with the rules being 100 

db at 50 feet.  That is the national 

rule, the local regions may have a 

lower level required so when travel-

ing for Tours and Pros it would be 

best to check the local sound re-

quirements. 

There are some new developments 

on the Pro Solo equipment, but 

nothing has been announced in 

terms of pricing.  The presenters 

were hopeful that new equipment 

would be available later this year 

with implementation sometime next 

year. 

One of the members in the meeting 

was from a region that ran an 

“appreciate event” for the Army giv-

ing the soldiers who registered a 

price break.  This went on over the 

summer and this region was even-

tually invited into the base to run 

events on the base concrete.  The 

Army has a program called Warrior 

Adventure Quest that is used to 

reintegrate the soldiers back to nor-

mal life.  This program could make 

good use of autocross due to the 

adrenaline and excitement of the 

event, and could also be a good gate-

way into a base type environment. 

Rally cross Regional Best Practices 

Discussion was a very good session 

with lots of discussion among differ-

ent regions chairs talking about 

what they did to succeed.  I gleaned 

a few ideas from this session includ-

ing running “challenge” events pit-

ting one rally car against another in 

a circular style track.  I hope to put 

this idea and more into play in OVR 

this year. 

We also talked about spectator type 

events and how they will probably 

need to have the site approved by 

the RXB. This issue was later clari-

fied that the individual region 

should talk to the national office for 

approval.  There shouldn‟t be an 

extra charge for a spectator event 

but regions should still check. 

There was some talk about the 

Ritchie Brothers Auctioneer sites.  

They have gravel lots all over the 

country.  The RXB is looking for a 

good way to contact the business 

owners as this would provide a 

great resource for new sites that 

wouldn‟t degrade as fast as dirt. 

Saturday was a great day for Rally 

cross with the first session being 

the Rally cross Discussion Forum. 

A proposal was brought forward 

about having event officials or trav-

eling stewards at the national 

events) to prevent bias on rules.  

There was an idea of having a $1 

extra cost per car per sanction 

added to fund the travel and hotel 

costs for the officials.  There was 

also some discussion on possibly 

having the divisional rally steward 

call the region in question and have 

them pay for the way to check up on 

the region.  The thought on having 

the region pay for the steward to 

travel was not very popular due to 

some regions not being able to cover 

the costs and still show a profit for 

the events.  Nothing was finalized 

at the convention but the RXB said 

they would be considering all ideas 

on the subject. 

Rally cross may have something 

similar to the Solo site acquisition 

package.  Currently the RXB is sug-

gesting regions download the Solo 

acquisition package and modify it 

for their needs until something offi-

cial is published. 

The second session of the day was 

Rally cross Rules Discussion where 

discussion of stock allowances for 

reliability, new classes, and DNF 

conversations dominated. 

2010 SCCA Convention Coverage: Tim White 
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A proposal for a regional addition of 

a Street Modified class was put for-

ward and seemed to have good 

backing.  The general rules of the 

class were M2/M4 overall rules but 

with all season tires required.  No 

snow tires or rally tires.  In think-

ing about it I would like to imple-

ment the SM class in Rally cross, 

but I need to hash out the rules and 

see if it would be an addition or a 

substitution.  Look for a test event 

in the future! 

There has been some discussion 

about allowing smaller diameter 

wheels in the stock class for safety 

and ease of running.  Stock class is 

also up for discussion on extra cool-

ing mods for reliability (radiator, oil 

cooler, hood vents, PS cooler).  The 

only change that seemed to gain 

any traction was adding additional 

cooling capacity for the radiator.  

The wheel diameter reduction was 

considered for cars with 18 or 19 

inch rims, but nothing concrete was 

hashed out. 

Crash bolts are being reviewed for 

safety concern.  Further clarifica-

tion if they are safe should come 

from the RXB later this year. 

A national rule set is being re-

viewed for DNF run scoring.  There 

is currently no national rule set for 

how a DNF run is scored.  When-

ever the rule is clarified it will be 

optional as different regions have 

different types of surfaces that 

wouldn‟t work with an overall rule 

set. 

Overall, the convention was very 

informative and full of good discus-

sion.  Both my wife and I had a 

great time and met a lot of very nice 

people.  I would like to thank the 

Ohio Valley Region for giving me 

this opportunity to attend the con-

ference and look forward to imple-

menting the knowledge and ideas 

gained to continue improving the 

participants experience. 

2010 SCCA Convention Coverage: Phil Alspach 

SAM HALKIAS WINS SCCA‟S PRESIDENTS CUP 

KEVIN RUCK WINS THE JIM FITZGERALD 

ROOKIE OF THE YEAR AWARD 

 

Well, you know what they say – “What happens in 

Vegas, Stays in Vegas”.  So, that‟s my report.  Bye, 

Phil. 

 

But seriously, Larry Hall and I traveled together, 

with RE, Dave Brown arriving later, and Tim & Ash-

ley White arriving the next day.  Dick and Kevin 

Ruck appeared later, and Sam & Carol Halkias on 

Friday. 

 

Larry, Dave, and I did a little sightseeing on the 

Strip, Fremont Street and Hoover Dam before the 

convention started, and we did a little gambling.  I 

wanted to put the Club treasury on one spin of the 

Roulette wheel, but the others stopped me.  Ha! 

 

Well, its Thursday now and time for the convention 

to start. 

 

Pro Racing Town Hall:  Pro racing showed a 

$164,000 profit in 2009, and their debt to SCCA was 

reduced to $285,000.  F2000 had the best Pro car 

counts, and their last race this year is at our Au-

tumn Classic XIX Labor Day weekend at Mid-Ohio. 

Solo Forum (Howard Duncan): They discussed the 

new Family Membership plan, and the new “Solo 

News”.  The new contingency awards plan is on line, 

and they are discussing sound control for the major 

events (Nat. Championship, Tours, and Pro Solo).  It 

will be 100 db at 50 feet, and I don‟t believe they 

have a clue how difficult this will be to implement 

and enforce; I believe it to be much more difficult 

than in road racing. 

 

Leadership Luncheon: 

Tom Burke Membership Award: Guam Rgn. (Small), 

South Jersey Rgn. (Med.), Philadelphia Rgn. (Lg.), 

and Milwaukee Rgn. (Jumbo). 

Region Achievement Award: Salina Rgn. (Small), 

Blackhawk Valley Rgn. (Med.), Northern New Jersey 

Rgn. (Lg.), and Colorado Rgn. (Jumbo). 

Communications Award: First – Atlanta Rgn., 2nd – 

Kansas City Rgn., 3rd – South Jersey Rgn.  

 

Risk Management: There was a discussion of SCCA 

insurance, and how rate are determined, etc.  ACE 

USA is the carrier.  In the past Performance Rally 

had high claims, and SCCA dropped that sport.  

Now, Solo has high claims.  Officials, Directors, and 

Officers are covered by Liability Insurance.  The RE 

has to sign the Region up once for this liability insur-

ance through Rick Meyers.  Racing liability insur-
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ance covers guard rails, etc., but not expend-

ables such as oil dry.  We should not publish, 

or e-mail information about accidents.  The 

event starts when Registration opens, and 

waivers must list all events for the weekend, 

and be signed immediately.  (i.e., our PDX 

must be listed with the Regional Race on the 

same waiver.) 

 

SCCA Annual Meeting: New Directors were 

introduced, 15 year old drivers allowed, FF 

Honda Fit engines allowed, Runoffs will in-

clude all classes, GCR – only allow rule 

changes once a year,  the SCCA is in the black, 

Jerry Warnaka is Chairman of the Board of 

Directors, and they finished up with Depart-

ment Head reports. 

 

Motorsportsreg.com: We met with Brian Ghi-

denelli of MSR.com, and Dorothy Harrington 

also attended. 

Several minor issues were ironed out. 

 

Meet the President (Jeff Danhert):  All of 

SCCA is in the black financially, but there is a 

10% membership decline (but stabilized).  

There will be a “What can I do with my car?” 

website on April 15.  There will be some region 

incentives for membership increase and mem-

ber retention.  We had a successful Solo Na-

tionals and Runoffs. 

 

Rally/Solo Luncheon:  The Rally awards were 

announced, including Subaru as the manufac-

turer of the year. 

In Rally cross, the Photo contest was an-

nounced.  Finger Lakes Rgn. won the Regional 

award, and Rocky Mountain Div. the Divi-

sional award.  The Solo awards were: Divi-

sional of the year was CenDiv at Milwaukee.  

Driver of the Year: Clemens Berger, Spirit of 

the Sport: Mike McClintock, Driver of Emi-

nence: Tom Berry, Pro Solo overall winner: 

Sam Strano. 

 

Motorsportsreg.com Session:  New applica-

tions:  Automated weekend memberships by 

way of an SCCA token sent electronically to 

SCCA national office; temporary membership 

certificates; membership verification.  A list of 

region of record has been added.  Can use e-

checks but MSR gets 4 ½%.   

 

PDX:  Should be called “Precision Driving Ex-

perience”.  Can be combined with racing event, 

a stand alone event, or a weekday PM event.  

In a 4 to 5 year program, instructors are to be 

certified, ride alongs to be offered, $55 entry 

fees for one (1) session on track, timed events.  

Customer Service would be to make it fun, 

make the drivers welcome, give them info on 

what items needed.  Some Regions give gift 

card for the instructors, have 50 drivers maxi-

mum, and pay their workers (this all depends 

on what the entry fees are and what the track 

rental fees are, of course). 

 

Registration:  Minor waiver cards are blue this 

year.  There are new weekend membership 

forms (full page), other new forms are: Regular 

Membership forms, minor waivers, volunteer 

membership forms. 

Things to do at Registration: Smile – make 

customer happy.  Do not drink; don‟t bring 

beer into building.  Don‟t let drunks sign the 

waiver.  15 year old drivers (not allowed at Mid

-Ohio).  Volunteer Membership  Form: work 

free one weekend (once) and discount $30 total.  

Waivers: Registrar initial, and Chief Registrar 

must sign and date immediately, not later.  

Some Regions run an express line - the Regis-

trars have a Tech license, can issue helmet 

stickers and Tech form and can sign vehicle log 

book (eliminating trip to Tech). 

 

Club Racing Board Town Meeting:  F500: Peo-

ple don‟t like two strokes and CVT‟s; they need 

more cars.  Proposal for 600cc motorcycle drive 

train conversion, fuel injected computer, 6 

speed, 16,000 rpm.  $12000 new, $5000 conver-

sion cost, 850 lbs. w/driver.  Porsche Cup cars 

in GT2 would be a showroom stock type of 

racer.  It was noted that in Spec Miata, the 1.8 

and 1.8 engines are dogs, and that the 1.9 is 

better.  The Super Sweep (OVR‟s Race of 

Champions is one of them).  Win the super 

sweep race, win the Division, win in National 

Points, and win the Runoffs, and you win the 

Super Sweep!  National racers will need the 

Safe Racer decals (free).  The two double Na-

tional races in Florida kill the rest of the sea-

son in SEDIV; same for SOPAC.  The 1.6L 

Spec Miata is the most popular; need competi-

tion adjustments – for reliability slow the 
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faster cars, not make the slow cars faster.  H 

Production: Dayle Frame wants the tin-tops 

slowed, they are killing the roadsters (ancient 

cars) – 100 lbs. has been added to the CRX.  

There was a proposal for a single format with 

two races.  Toly Aruntoff wanted to know why 

there would be split starts at the Runoffs; he 

wanted to just 

“mix it up”.  Safe 

Racer is offering 

discounts on 

purchases for 

National cars – 

requires Na-

tional stickers.  

FF – drivers are 

worried that 

Ford drivers will 

go away if con-

cerned that 

Honda will be 

tweaked or 

modified.  There 

is no plan to al-

low Spec Miata 

in ITA, although 

they are allowed 

in Oregon (car 

has to be in SM 

trim).  SSC is 

kept pure, but 

SSB allows pack-

ages; they are 

trying to bring 

cars in, but not 

hybrids 

(dangerous volt-

ages, emergency 

services not pre-

pared for spills  

etc.) – very little 

car company 

contingency now. 

 

Kevin Ruck brought up that the IT Board had 

some resignations due to the CRB not allowing 

realignment with a transparent process or 

multipliers.  Head and neck restraints – nar-

row requirement, only some allowed.  Many 

did not like the 4 race requirement for the 

Runoffs – hard on the Regions, hard on prep 

shops, timing bad, and depend on area of the 

country.  The CRB thinks Hans is great.  The 

CRB needs to spec in the rules now for Diesel 

fuel.  With 71 Nationals and 236 Regional's in 

the US there were only 25 Drivers Schools.  

Should we require a Drivers School to get a 

National?  There is a problem getting tracks 

for Drivers Schools.  Midwest and Great Lakes  

divisions have Divisional Drivers Schools.  

Suggest com-

bining Drivers 

Schools and 

PDX‟s together.  

15 Year old 

drivers can‟t be 

reprimanded by 

making them 

work corners.  

Appeals must 

be decided at 

the Runoffs, but 

some think 

more time is 

needed. – won‟t 

change the pro-

cedure because 

we want cham-

pions at the 

Runoffs.  Fire 

system dating 

is not required. 

New fuel test-

ing procedures: 

For full test, 

must be sent to 

lab (very expen-

sive), and no 

portable equip-

ment (even for 

Runoffs). 

 

Executive Stew-

ards Town Hall 

(David Nokes):  After the Executive Stewards 

were introduced, chronic problems were dis-

cussed: Training, communication, attitude/

behavior, and consistency of decisions.  Chief 

Stewards should partner with the race organ-

izer during the event to prevent negative eco-

nomic impact.  There is attrition – SIT‟s need 

to be recruited for the next generation of Stew-

ards.  Minimum penalty guidelines: Fairness, 

consistency, predictability. 

Avoidable body contact (bump drafting and 
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rough driving) – both continue = CS action or 

RFA (1 or 2 positions).  One continues – 

other doesn‟t = DQ offender by CSA or RFA. 

Pass under yellow: Practice = open black flag 

– session over & reprimand by CSA (at end 

of session) 

Qualifying = loss of qualifying times by CSA 

or RFA.  Race = loss of 3 positions in class or 

lap penalty to affect position.  Spin under 

yellow = same as pass. 

Jump Start = CSA or RFA = loss of one posi-

tion in class. 

Car not in compliance: Prior to race (after 

qualifying) = loss of times.  After race = after 

compliant finishers in class and may lose 

points. 

Sound Control: MAY be in effect for all 

events.  Exec. Steward can waive enforce-

ment, but must still take readings.  If sound 

is enforced vigorously, you lose cars. 

At 3 reading over limit: if waived by exec. = 

no penalty; if controlled track = removed 

from track and “non compliant”; if not a con-

trolled track = allowed to fix. 

Fuel Testing: send in for full blown test 

(bond $250), but still have local tests. 

The GCR has been rewritten for cleanup and 

more readability (committee headed by Steve 

Harris). 

On Line version is the official version 

(because it is updated constantly). 

Some rules were moved to the specialty 

manuals.  Plan on sound to be in effect at the 

Runoffs. 

 

Club Racing Luncheon:  The outgoing mem-

bers of the CRB were recognized.  Dave 

Morrell award (for Stewards) went to John 

Hoffman (WDC rgn.).  The Kimberly Cup 

(most improved driver) was won by Tom Ellis 

(Fla Rgn.).  KEVIN RUCK (OVR) WON 

THE JIM FITZGERALD ROOKIE OF 

THE YEAR AWARD.   And finally, the 

Mark Donahue RRDA award (for drivers) 

went the Michael Varracins (Chicago Rgn.) 

FV driver. 

 

Solo Events Board Town Hall: They talked 

about the quality of events.  Should specific 

Toyota‟s be suspended from competition due to 

the recall? – Not an SCCA problem; Toyota has 

not said to not drive the cars.  Tortured inter-

pretation of the rules is blown off by Protest 

Committees.  NW Region has a drifting pro-

gram.  There is a 30 year limit on Stock class 

cars.  People want larger National courses.  

Discussed poor spectator access at Lincoln Air 

Park.  We have 74 classes; what is the appro-

priate number of classes?  SCCA has a good 

promotion kit with banners, etc.  There is a 

need to put cleaning up the grid in the Supps. 

The Awards Banquet:  Awards were given to 

the Directors leaving office.  The Solo Cup 

went to Sandy Brown.  The Robert Ridges 

Rally award was won by Ron Ferris.  The John 

McGill outstanding service award went to Fred 

Cummings.  And THE PRESIDENTS CUP 

WENT TO OVR’S SAM HALKIA for his out-

standing drive in the E Prod win at the Run-

offs.  The BOD Worker of Excellence award 

was won by Dave DeVore of Reno Region.  The 

past Chairman of the BOD, R.J. Gordy was 

recognized.  The SCCA Hall of Fame winners 

were announced, and they included Nick Craw, 

Briggs Cunningham, and others. 

 

And finally, the Wolf Barnardo award for long 

term contributions went to Andy Porterfield 

who had 400 wins in 50 years. 

In summary, the 2010 SCCA Convention was 

very worthwhile, some meetings were good, 

some were poor, but meeting and talking with 

the SCCA movers and shakers always makes it 

worthwhile.  The hotel and the luncheon and 

banquet food were excellent.  Las Vegas is a 

great place, lots of sightseeing, gambling, 

shows, etc. on the strip and Fremont Street.  

Lots of sightseeing outside of town too (Hoover 

Dam, the Grand Canyon, Red Rock Canyon, 

Lake Mead, etc.)  I recommend that everyone 

tries Vegas at least once. 
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OVR's 2010 SCCA Convention Attendees 

Photo Courtesy Larry Hall. 
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Don Bender 

Race Cars and Parts 

 

Call Us! 

(614)252-7223 (RACE) 

Quality Workmanship and 

Parts for all your racing 

Needs. 

 

Complete Fabrication shop. 

Complete fabrication work 

Includes: GT, IT, and 

Production race cars, Hot 

Rods, Pro-Street Cars, Drag 

Race and Oval Track Cars. 

Services include; electronic 

Chassis set-up, custom-fit 

roll 

Cages, custom headers and 

Exhaust, custom suspension 

Fabrication, custom alumi-

num 

Interiors, custom built race 

Seats. 

Additional Services Avail-

able! 

572-D South Nelson Road 

Columbus, Ohio 43205 
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The PDX-planation - By Ken Berchak 

The new year is already 2 months old. Competi-
tion cars are either still in their trailers or sitting 
snugly in the shop under going service work, 
modifications, and or repairs for the coming sea-
son. As I looked out the window I watch the 
magic of Mother Nature in full bloom - snow 
flakes gently floating from the sky, covering the 
ground in a blanket of winter white beauty. As I 
watched, the thought of how much gas do I have 
for my snow blower flashes through my mind. Oh 

well.  

The PDX Corner is a new column for the Ob-
server Stand. It is not going to be a series but 
articles for and about the September, 2010 PDX 
event. My intent is to define what a PDX is, what 
is necessary to have a safe and enjoyable event, 

and some tips on driving this type of an event.  

I guess the first item on the list is who can enter 
this type of event. Well, just about anybody that 
has a legal driving license, hold an SCCA mem-
bership, and has the desire to learn more about 
driving. Autocrossers, rally-crossers, future rac-

ers, and people that are tired of getting speeding 

tickets are candidates.  

What is a PDX. Well PDX means Performance 
Driving Experience. In SCCA’s terminology a 
PDX is a level 1 Time Trial. Per the rules, “Level 
1 events are NON-COMPETITIVE and are based 
on the instruction and practice of performance 
driving and car handling.” This definition is criti-

cal.  

What does the term NON-COMPETITIVE mean. 
Well, for starters, there is no timing of the en-
trants laps - EVER!! Second, beginning and inter-
mediate level students ride with a qualified in-
structor. Advanced students may or may not 
have a “riding” instructor. Third, the purpose of 
the instruction is car handling, often at speeds 
exceeding open highway limits. And fourth, there 

are restricted passing zones.  

OVR holds their events at Mid-Ohio Road Racing 
Course in Lexington, OH. Per SCCA’s rules, “the 
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course should be chosen as to maximize expo-
sure to a variety of car handling situations, while 
minimizing exposure to hazards.” Mid-Ohio fulfills 
this definition. The track has been called a 
“driver’s track” ever since it was laid out. Of all 
the tracks that I have driven, Mid-Ohio has the 
lowest average speed per lap. The reason is the 
keyhole, station 3, the “S”, stations 7, 8, and 9, 
Thunder Valley, and the Carousel. The track has 
16 turns in 2.4 miles. The longest straight is from 
the keyhole to the beginning of the “S”. Even that 
“straight” has a kink in the middle at station 5. As 
I have often said, I have screwed up every  turn 
but one - pit lane entrance. In short the track re-
quires concentration, awareness, and belief. The 
apex of the turns are not always visible. Many of 
the turns require a little “bold leggedness” to take 
at speed. Even though Mid-Ohio is a safe driver’s 
course, there are places that can be nasty, espe-
cially if the driver insists in going “off-road”. In 
places, the barriers are close to the road edge or 
within easy striking distance for a car at speed. 
The turns also have 
FIA curbs. These 
“high” curbs will redi-
rect a car in a turn, 
sometimes with crush-
ing results. But most of 
all, a fast clean lap is 

the ultimate joy!  

OVR holds a PDX in 
compliance with 
SCCA’s rules. As 
such, beginning stu-
dents are required to attend classroom instruc-
tion during the event. The intent is to put the 
classroom instruction to use during a riding in-
structor session. Our schedule permits additional 
classroom instruction between sessions to an-
swer any and all questions that are on the stu-
dents mind. The most important part of the driv-
ing session is with the riding instructor. IT IS NOT 
THE INTENT OF A PDX THAT THE STUDENT 
SHOULD TEST THE FORTITUDE OF THE IN-
STRUCTOR. This type of student driving, first, 
will be called out by the instructor, if this doesn’t 
work, I will talk to the student as Chief Instructor. 
It is my goal that the event be a safe and enjoy-
able event for ALL participants, instructors and 

students.  

As noted, a PDX has restricted passing zones. 
The passing zones are laid-out to provide suffi-
cient distance for a clean pass. There is NO 

passing in the corners! Passes can only be made 
with a signal from the car being passed. Usually, 
this is a “point-by” from the car in front. A hand 
out the driver’s window. Passing is only on the 
left, right side passing is a no-no .  With restricted 
passing zones, some problems develop. A stu-
dent or instructor that misses a faster car coming 
up and doesn’t issue a “point-by” can cause a 
back-up in traffic. Although not always used, the 
“passing flag”, a blue flag with a yellow diagonal 
strip, may be shown to the lead car. It is the re-
sponsibility of the lead car driver to let the follow-
ing car by at the next passing zone. This can be 
interesting, especially if the lead car is has more 
power than the following car. To see a Mini pass 

a Ferrari is always enjoyable!  

Next on the list is the car. What type of car is 
ideal for this type event. When I first joined 
SCCA, I would have said bring out your MG, Tri-
umph, Alfa, Turner, Lotus, etc. Now I suggest 

any sports sedan, cur-
rent sports cars 
(Miata, Mini), pony 
type car (Mustangs, 
Cameros), auto-cross 
cars (stock and limited 
prepared) even an 
econo-box. What isn’t 
allowed are vans, pick-
up trucks, SUV’s, 
cross-over type vehi-
cles, and semi-
tractors. The rules 
even allow for IT com-

petition cars. What I don’t recommend, especially 
for beginning or intermediate level students are 
single seater sports racers. Formula cars are 
also on the not allowed list. (Single seaters, by 

their definition, don’t allow for a riding instructor.)  

Per the level 1 rules, “any car that is street legal 
will NOT require a roll bar/roll cage, except for 
Convertibles and  Targa  top automobiles. (A 
Targa top vehicle is a semi-convertible car body 
style with a removable roof section and full width 
fixed “B” pillar and roof section. The rear window 
can be fixed or removable (some Porsches, and 
Corvettes and GM pony cars.) If your car is in 
this group, contact your PDX official. For the pur-
pose of a PDX only, a street legal car is defined 
as a car which meets local requirements for in-
spection and the car must possess CURRENT, 

VALID registration.  
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Of the cars so defined, what is the best. Well, 
there are many. What I have found for begin-
ning students is not a car with high horsepower. 
In fact, the run of the mill econo box does very 
well. The lower power level requires the student 
to concentrate on driving the corners and not 
having him worry about getting down the 
straights. Yea, it is fun to come out of the key-
hole, put your foot down and rocket down the 
straight. The skill level required to carry the 
speed through the corner is usually greater 
than a beginning and some intermediate stu-
dents can handle. Thus, the recommendation 
of a lower powered car. Even beginning stu-
dents can drive this type of car closer to the 
car’s limit, hence the student learns more about 
car handling and performance driving, which 
happens to be the idea behind the PDX! 

The next area of concern is the car itself. The 
rules state that a legal street car can be used.  
What about safety gear. First off, at the mini-
mum a 3-point seat belt DOT is required, the 
type that are installed in the car from the fac-
tory. Multi-point belts, 4, 5, and 6 points are 

also allowed as long as both the driver and in-
structor have the same type of belts. There is no 
age limit on the belts as long as they are in good 
condition, i.e., no fraying or cuts of the web mate-

rial.  

Both student and instructor must wear an M-95 
or higher helmet. Long sleeved shirts and paints 
(100% cotton material recommended) must be 
worn by both in the car when it is on track. Shoes 
which fully cover the foot at least to the ankle are 
to worn while the car is on track. These are basi-
cally the same requirements that an auto-crosser 
has. 100% cotton material garments are not com-
mon today. Blended cloth, cotton and other syn-
thetic material are more common. What to look 
for is the highest cotton content possible. The 
higher the cotton level, the more comfortable the 

garment will be, especially if it a warm day.  

The next article will deal with the car it self and 
what preparation is needed, both to pass tech 
and student/instructor safety. Till then, remem-

ber, keep the shiny side up.  

Larry Hall presenting the Stanberry Fund Donation for the JEGS Foundation Racing for Cancer Re-

search. People in the picture, left to right, Mike Coughlin, Jeg Coughlin Jr., Larry Hall, Rusty Bell. 

One of the programs The JEGS Foundation is helping to fund is the  Nationwide Children' s Hospi-

tal Research on Pediatric Cancer. 

Photo Courtesy Larry Hall 
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Outside the world of SCCA racing 

there are several different pro rac-

ing organizations.  Of these, I chose 

to go racing with Grand-Am in what 

is now their Continental Tire Sports 

Car Challenge series (formerly 

KONI Challenge and KONI Sports 

Car Challenge).  I started out racing 

a Chevy Cobalt SS in 2007 and 2008 

for Team Cobalt California.  I then 

moved to a Mazda RX-8 in 2009 

with Meyer Motorsports and will 

again be racing an RX-8 in 2010 

with Pirate Motorsports.  I have 

learned several things in my transi-

tion from club racing to pro racing, 

some important and some not so 

important. 

 

Of the important things I‟ve 

learned, one of the biggest is that 

there is no more “gentlemanly” rac-

ing going on.  If you have your nose 

in on somebody, take the corner.  In 

club racing it is unwritten, but 

somehow understood, that if you are 

not at least halfway past someone 

with your nose by their door handle 

entering a corner, back off and wait 

– the “gentlemanly” thing to do.  I 

found out really fast, in my first 

event, that if someone has their 

front bumper next to my back 

bumper they feel as if it is their cor-

ner.  Don‟t ever leave someone 3/4 

of a car width at the apex – they 

will dive in and punt you out of 

their way. 

 

OK, so pro racing is more aggres-

sive.  I found myself pushing the car 

more than I would in a club race - 

after all, there is now prize money 

involved.  The higher up I finish, 

the more money I can make.  I was 

no longer in the laid back environ-

ment of a club race where I was be-

ing careful not to damage my car.  

Damage is something that can hap-

pen, and usually will, in every pro 

race.  Pushing harder causes more 

things to happen, good and bad.  

Pushing harder caused me to exit 

Turn 1 at Mid-Ohio Sports Car 

Course too wide and I ended up in 

my first ever flip (and so far fortu-

nately my only flip).    Thankfully, 

nothing was hurt except for my ego 

and the car.  I learned really fast 

that all that safety gear I was wear-

ing – IT WORKS!!  I still fail to un-

derstand why it is that, as I‟m 

watching the sky go by in my wind-

shield, everything seems to run in 

slow motion when you‟re involved in 

an incident. 

 

The flip at Mid-Ohio brings up a 

somewhat funny story.  I came 

around Turn 1 and dropped my 

right side tires off the exit curbing 

into the grass.  The curbing hooked 

the right rear 

and sent me 

straight across 

the track into 

the tire wall that 

is driver‟s left at 

the exit.  Anyone 

that has worked 

at Mid-Ohio for any length of time 

will tell you that this is known as 

the “Rahal Slam”.  Bobby Rahal 

first made this bone-head move in 

an IndyCar.  I must thank him for 

this because, if memory serves me 

correctly, he slammed into a con-

crete barrier.  Because of Bobby 

hitting the wall there, tires were 

added to soften the blow.  After all, 

if one car made it to that spot, an-

other one most certainly can (and 

eventually will). 

 

At over 90 miles per hour, my car 

became a pogo stick when it hit.  

Because of the sloped nose on the 

Chevy Cobalt SS that I was driving, 

the front of the car was pushed 

down into the ground by the tire 

wall and I shot up into the air doing 

a right to left sweep as I barrel- 

rolled left to right one time.  One of 

the corner workers later told me 

that he heard the hit and when he 

turned to look, he saw the nose of 

my car above the catch fence. 

 

As I was watching the sky go by in 

the window, I keyed the microphone 

and calmly said “I flipped.” 

“No?” was the response back from 

the crew. 

I‟m thinking to myself “why would I 

joke about that.” 

I replied back, “Yes.” 

“Where” was the 

next response from 

the crew? 

OK, now I‟m think-

ing “were you guys 

even watching?  I 

just drove past you 

on the front straight not 10 seconds 

ago.” 

I keyed the microphone again. “At 

one.” 

 

The car then hit the ground, land-

ing on all four tires and I‟m think-

ing “great, I‟ll be able to drive it 

back to the pits,” but the momen-

tum slowly laid the car up on its 

passenger side and it slid so that I 

was actually facing race direction.  

So there I was, laying on my right 

side looking at where I was sup-

posed to be going and watching all 

the cars going by me. 

My Pro Racing Experience 
By Brian Flint – Ohio Valley Region member and Chief Pit Marshal 

Portions of this article have been submitted to and may be appearing in the June issue of Sports Car. 

“At over 90 miles per hour, my car 

became a pogo stick when it hit.  “ 
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“No, you‟re not,” came across the 

radio. 

“Yes, I am.  I‟m laying on my side at 

one.” I replied back. 

“No.” 

“Yes, I am!” 

“Ummm, are you hurt?” 

“No, I‟m fine, but the car„s not.” 

 

 I was later told by the team owner 

that they didn‟t believe me because 

I was too calm on the radio.  He said 

that he still didn‟t believe me until 

he came around the corner of the 

medical building and actually saw 

the bottom of the car.  I told him 

that there was no reason for me to 

get all excited, that I wasn‟t hurt 

just the car was.  I said that if that 

ever happened again I would be 

sure to scream into the radio so that 

maybe they would believe me. 

 

To make this incident even worse, I 

know most of the Safety Team at 

Mid-Ohio since I am the Chief Pit 

Marshal for OVR.  So here I am, 

hanging sideways by my belts, won-

dering just who will be the first to 

show up on the scene.  Of course 

they all knew that it could be me in 

the car.  Everyone knew that I was 

one of the drivers.  Now I see the 

safety truck pull up and a head ap-

pears in the driver‟s side window. 

 

I‟m thinking to myself sarcastically, 

“Great!!  It‟s Brian Sipes.” 

 

“Oh, it IS you!!” he says. 

All I could say to him at that point 

was “Just shut up and get me the 

f*** out of here.” 

 

A few minutes later, after stabiliz-

ing the car, I climbed out unhurt.  I 

walked myself to the truck and 

made my required appearance at 

Medical.  Other than my pulse rac-

ing and my blood pressure being 

elevated, I checked out fine. 

 

Of the not so important things, the 

one that strikes me the most is the 

complete injustice that television 

does for all the race tracks.  I had 

seen it on TV and thought to myself, 

“Wow, that‟s really steep”, but noth-

ing I had ever seen could have pre-

pared me for the feeling I had the 

first time I hit the 31 degree bank-

ing at Daytona International Speed-

way in 2007.  When I came off of 

infield turn 6 and onto the banking 

of NASCAR turn 1, I said to myself 

“Holy s***!”  I was in no way pre-

pared for that by anything that I 

had ever seen on TV.  All the forces 

of nature seem to be opposite in this 

situation.  The track is rising up 

into the air and the faster I go, 

that‟s where the car wants to go.  

Here I am turning left with my foot 

on the floor and the car is trying to 

go right and climb the hill. 

 

It was about that time that a great 

realization came over me.  I was 

racing at Daytona in a professional 

race!!  This was something I had 

always dreamed of doing when I 

was growing up.  I also realized that 

dreams can come true.  One of my 

dreams had always been to pro 

race.  Now I‟m getting the opportu-

nity to actually live one of my 

dreams.  My next door neighbor 

asked me just last year when was I 

going to stop racing?  I told him one 

of two things needed to happen in 

order for me to quit.  Either it was 

no longer fun or I couldn‟t get in 

and out of the car easily. 
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Please ensure you verify the above dates on the Great Lakes Website as 

published schedule is subject to change: http://www.greatlakes-

scca.org/calendar 
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OHIO VALLEY REGION SCCA—Board of Directors’ Meeting, January 13, 2010 

Winking Lizard, Columbus Ohio 

 

Board Members Present:  Dave Brown, Barry Baker, Larry Hall, Phil Alspach, Simi Ritch, Matt 

Downing 

Officers Present: Gloria Sheets, Mary Jane Berchak, Mike Paktinat, Tim White, Jeff Knapp, Jude Sum-

mers, Frank Vessel, Willy Church 

Members Present:  Dennis Sirois, Ken Berchak, Tonya Smith, Mike Berchak, Aaron Ritch, Matt Down-

ing, Zsolt Dvornik, ZB Lorenc, RB Wright, Bob Smith, Tim Gordon, Dennis Barschow, Z.B. Lorenc, 

Earl Myers, Mike Smith 

Call to Order:  7:33 p.m. 

 

Reminder: Starting February 2010 the NEW LOCATION FOR Board Meetings is the Winking 

Lizard at Crosswoods; 100 Hutchinson Avenue, Columbus, Ohio.  

 

Minutes:  Minor corrections to the December minutes were recorded. 

Motion to approve minutes    Baker /Alspach    Motion Approved 

         

Old Business:  

National Convention attendees for OVR are Tim White, Larry Hall, Phil Alspach, and Dave Brown.  

 

Banquet:  

Willy shared that there are 145 people attending the banquet there are also 8 people who are going to at-

tend only and will not be eating food.  Everything is prepared, and volunteers are lined up for getting set 

up. There was an issue with the block of hotel room and the price that was quoted; Willy will be looking 

into this issue. 

 

Phil proposed for 2010 the banquet; ticket for children will be 10 dollars per child.  

We will table this topic for now, and we will need to look into the fee structure for next year before we 

publish fees for the banquet based on increases in cost of living etc.  

 

Observers Stand:  
Mary Jane reported that there is an email from Sue about December issue, it will be mailed tomorrow; 

bulk on Friday.  

 

Motion to get a gift certificate for the Fulfillment Center Berchak/ Baker   Motion Carried. 

 

Mary Jane has made arrangements for Banquet will have a photographer. Brian Baby.  

Aaron & Simi Ritch will be taking over the Observers Stand for 2010.   

Website ads will be updated by Simi Ritch; Mary Jane Berchak will continue to update Race results to 

the website.  

 

Rally Cross 

Tim reported Schedule firmed up for 2010, 5 events, we may try to share with WOR. 

Mike Paktinat is attending as Tim’s co chair for the program for 2010. 

 

There are questions from Eastern State Championship around finance information; there may have been a 

discrepancy between the funds that were deposited. The board will need to look into this issue; and will 
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need to figure out a plan of action of how to deal with this issue; there will be a process at the event to 

count the money with the rally officers present at each event that way more then a single person is ac-

countable for the funds getting to the bank. Going forward the treasurers need a statement break down of 

money turned in for how many people registered etc; detail so that issues like these can be caught before 

hand.  

 

Solo 

Simi reported for Andy who was unable to attend due to being out of town for work. The Great Lakes 

Spring meeting is planned for March 20th in Indianapolis. For the 2010 OVR season we are still working 

with our existing locations to plan our schedule. Andy will also bring the budget forward during the 

meeting next month. Cones which had already been discussed earlier in 2009 will be ordered. Tonya 

Smith will convey to Neva Hoover she can move forward with ordering on behalf of the solo program. 

 

Members have also been in touch with Cooper Stadium officials for potential use of the facility again in 

the future. Another site that has recently been in talks with members from our region about our using 

their facility this location is Wilmington Air Park; we will determine best way to approach this situation 

with other surrounding regions as well since it may not fall within our jurisdiction for use.  

 

Special Events 

Frank reported that Nationwide and another hospital in town have lifted their visitor ban (due to H1n1) 

Frank will look into setting up a visit. 

 

Membership: Jeff 

710 members currently.  

 

Years of service pins; 20 and up pins have been ordered. 31 for 5 years, 19 for 15 years. Jeff will take 

care of this in time for the banquet.  

 

Race:  

Jude reported that there will be a race chairmen meeting that will be held in February. Chiefs and etc for 

2010 are being figured out.  

 

The Stewards list has come out for our races. Pro contracts will not be received until mid February 

 

The GCR has changed the qualification specs for making the run off’s you only need to have 4 starts & 4 

finishes in region and out of region  

 

Treasurer:  

Motion to approve Treasurer’s Report       Baker / Downing  

Phil abstained, motion carried. 

 

Social:  

Willy reported that this is the last meeting at this location; the remodeling will be done at the new loca-

tion.   

 

Upcoming Socializers  Feb 24: Gravity Grand Prix, March (date TBD): Slo Motion Motorsports 

April 24:  Pinewood Derby, July 27: Columbus Clippers, August 14: School Bus Race at Columbus Mo-

tor Speedway, Oct 27: Nominations, Nov 17: Elections 
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New Business:  

 

Sound 

Dennis Barschow reported that he will be covering Sound for 2010; budget has been submitted. The 

sound meter will need to get certified by someone who is approved and then will need to look into logis-

tics of getting it calibrated.  

 

The site has also been changed to turn 1A. This should make it easier to get volunteers there is also a 

plan to build a stand for sound; it will have a platform, and will be on wheels. Have worked with Mid 

Ohio to ensure they are ok with us making this type of (appx 1200 dollars).  

 

Motion to approve the budget for trailer and sound.     Barschow / Brown  

Motion Carried. 

 

Barry Baker updated that he will be looking to get 5 tech Radios instead of 6 to be bought; and budget 

has been submitted.  

 

Motion to approve Stanberry Cup donations for 2009; $900 be donated to JEGS cancer research fund

 Hall / Downing.         Motion Carried 

 

Stewart Fund: Jerry will send out nomination forms in March; they will be returned by April 

and the committee (who is not staffed yet) will review May 1st need to be announced on May 1st. If any-

one wants to volunteer for this committee please send your name to Larry Hall. Those who have already 

volunteered are Larry Hall, Jude Summers, Ken Berchak and Gloria Sheets. 

 

Motion to adjourn        Baker/ Ritch 

Motion carried, meeting adjourned 9:13 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted by Simi Ritch, 2009 Region Secretary 
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OHIO VALLEY REGION SCCA 

Board of Directors’ Meeting, February 10, 2010 

Winking Lizard, Columbus Ohio 

 

Board Members Present:  Dave Brown, Barry Baker, Larry Hall, Phil Alspach, Simi Ritch, 

Matt Downing, Andy Bell 

 

Officers Present: Gloria Sheets, Tim White, Jeff Knapp, Jude Summers, Willy Church 

 

Members Present:  Dennis Sirois, Ken Berchak, Brian Sipes , Bill Whitmore, Kevin Ruck, 

Robert Lawrence, Jon Beerman, Bruno Tibachi.  

Call to Order:  7:33 p.m. 

 

Minutes:  Minor corrections to the January minutes were recorded. 

Motion to approve minutes        Baker /

Alspach 

Motion Approved          

Old Business:  

 

Tech Radio Update - Barry Continues to work on these. 
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News Updates:  

 

2010 Convention  

 

The convention was held in Vegas, attendance was higher then the previous year. Some 

changes include that the spouse membership is changing to family membership; this will 

take effect in April.  We will need to review our fees to ensure they are in line with the 

National Office. 

Pro Race: GCR has been rewritten; led by Steve Harris. Sound is now optional; but we are 

still encouraged to post it and have enforcement based on the track and its requirements. 

Kevin Ruck won the Jim Fitzgerald Rookie of the year for Road Racing Award for 2009 

Sam Halkias won The Presidents Cup (Top Club Racing Runoffs Performance) for 2009. 

There was a fuel testing update: it is very expensive and Barry will be looking into options 

on this further.  

The Emergency Service Manual is being revised also and should be out shortly.  

Articles will be submitted for the Observers Stand.  

Dave’s Insurance handbook is available to view.  

 

Mid Ohio 

 

Mid Ohio representation Bill Whitmore & Brian Sipes joined us to help us understand the break 

down. Bill is currently in the process of on boarding and understanding everything that goes on.  

Both will be in attendance most of the time. Bill will handle race track side of things.  

 

Ambulance Service (working with Dr. Hancock) working to finalize; there will be a new ambu-

lance company this year also. There are some tire walls extended & rebuilt; no surface or 

ground changes.  

 

The team is looking forward to start the season. Safety day is March 27th. Everyone is welcome 

to attend at the track.  

 

Cooper Stadium  

Arshot Representative - Jon Beerman brought Bill Schottenstein to talk about a Cooper Stadium 

update; there is a proposal for a multi sports facility at the old cooper location. 

 

There is a video on you tube – http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=USkzJAOcAT0– race track 

among other attractions. Intended focus is on grass roots racing and education similar to the 

Piedmont School Program. They would like to bring a program to the area to offer education 

and potential jobs. The website is www.Cooperparkcomplex.com  

 

Sound studies are in progress; city ordinance requires a 65 db limit or below. The group has 

been in discussion with center of automotive research at Ohio State; or even with Columbus 

State about possible training and schooling for Central Ohioans.  There is potential for garage 

rental to allow work to be done on cars and testing occurring to allow for direct feedback. There 

is potential for BMX partnership. This is a real opportunity to help develop the community in 

various ways.  
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What is asked of the club is that we are to show our support and our involvement by attending 

the public meetings; the date will be provided of when the next meeting will be held. Jon Beer-

man will keep us in the loop.  

 

Race:  

Jude / Larry/ Matt/ Phil will review motorsportsreg before next board meeting; and a meeting 

with the chiefs is in the works. We have been contacted by Formula F2000 would like to bring 

30 cars to our September regional race.  

 

National Race: central division schedule has scheduled a double national the same weekend as 

our double national at Road America; our race is a Super Sweep race.  

 

Pro contracts are currently being worked on. All 3 of our club races & the PDX are on mo-

torsports reg calendar currently.  

 

According to Insurance Book; National office is only providing participant & event insurance, 

we need to look into if we have a general liability policy. Phil says there is officers and direc-

tors insurance. Gloria will look into this. Gloria is borrowing the insurance book from Dave.  

 

Observers Stand  

Content of Observers Stand will be due to Simi by Feb 23rd.  

 

Rally Cross 

Thanks from Tim for opportunity to attend national convention; the schedule has been planned 

out for 2010. There are some stipulations built into schedule to allow for less field damage 

which will allow for less cost to be incurred.  

 

We will partner with WOR for some events in 2010.  

 

In order to bring resolution to the money issue the Rally-X chair to buy a locked money box; 

box will be handled by registration chief or event chair. A new registrar for 2010 is being 

trained. A log sheet should be kept of who has box. And only one person should be responsible 

for the money. Before event is completed there will be account reconciliation. Tim will do a 

write up of the procedure to be kept on record.  

 

Looking into sponsoring some part of the rally-x program; last years trophies from auto-x are 

being replaqued the cost of that is $120. 

 

Tim is working on proposal for transportation which will be shared at the next board meeting. 

Tim is still awaiting contract from National Trail.  

 

SOLO 

 

Andy brought the contract from National Trail; Need everyone to review and approve.  

Motion to approve contract         Bell / Ritch 
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Motion Carried 

 

Andy has been in talks with OSU and other clubs looking for usage of the lot as there are many 

lots that have become unavailable lately to other groups. OSU still plans to give us first priority 

as we have been with them for a significant period and have no issues.  

 

There will be a meeting for anyone looking to be a chief will be held in March.  Next Tuesday 

there is a small group meeting that will be held to do final planning of chief implementation and 

new trophy system. Online registration will be with motorsportsreg. New Software package is 

also being finalized and will be ordered.  

 

Motion to approve the 2010 budget as submitted by Andy.    Bell / Baker  

Motion Carried  

 

PDX  

 

Event Chairman TBD for 2010. Dave Brown will look into this. Jerry Cabe will be Great Lakes 

Division Chief for PDX  

 

Competition 

Head and neck restraints will be mandatory in 2012.  

 

Treasurer:  

Motion to approve Treasurer’s Report       Baker / Hall 

Phil abstained, motion carried. 

 

Per Phil the 2009 Banquet had 144 Attendees. 

 

Membership 

Membership report: 127 family, 45 First Gear, 11 National/Life, 445 Regular, 70 Spouse: Total 

of 699 members. 

 

Jeff ordered pins and they sent the wrong ones again, sending back the wrong pins, so have Phil 

look for the credit for them. He did finally receive the right ones. Jeff will be mailing out the 

pins and Year tabs to members that were not present at the banquet. 

 

Social  

 

Tim Jenson will set up a pine wood derby track; move to April and do pine wood derby that 

way in April. We will make a 100 dollar donation to Tim.  

Motion to approve donation        Church / 

Baker 

Motion Carried 

 

End of Feb Socializer will be Gravity Grand Prix on Feb 24.  

July dates for Clippers game are being determined. 



Holiday Inn – We have secured the same weekend for awards banquet for 2011.  

 

Motion to accept dates shared as of now for Socializer for 2011.    Bell / Down-

ing 

Motion Carried 

 

There have been a significant amount of losses recently to those close to OVR.  

Bob Bruce – Church / ACS-  Donation gathered  

Judy Cowie - ALS 

Jon  Phetzing – Sinclair College 

 

Motion to donate 75 dollar per person; Phil will take care of sending   Baker / Bell  

Motion Carried  

 

The club needs to develop a process that is consistent; Willy will look into this further and work 

with Jude.  

 

News:  

 

Spring Training is being held in March 6 in Toledo. Larry Hall has schedule and registration 

form. Those of would like to go are Barry Baker, Dave Brown, Larry Hall, Phil Alspach, Dick 

Ruck, Rich Nestor (EMS Chief), Gloria Sheets, Deb Hamilton 

 

Motion to allow above mentioned members to attend Spring Training   Downing / 

Ritch  

Motion Carried 

 

Phil will book hotel, Solo Spring Training is March 20th.  

 

Motion to adjourn         Baker/ Ritch 

Motion carried, meeting adjourned 9:52 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted by Simi Ritch, 2009 Region Secretary 
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Classifieds 
FOR SALE - SOLO TIRES 

225/50R16 Kumho Ecsta V700, set of 4 - $20 

Can mount & balance. 

Call RacerPhil at 614.888.8100 or racer-

phil@hotmail.com 

FREE RACE TIRES 

Many many FC, S2000, DSR formula car Hoosier 

slicks 

R35, 35B, 45, 45B - 20x7-13 and 22x9-13 

Come and get them, all great tread, been stored in 

basement. 

Can mount & balance. 

Call RacerPhil at 614.888.8100 or racer-

phil@hotmail.com 

FOR SALE - $2.00 STREET TIRES 

Always a good selection, all have good tread 

Can mount & balance. 

Call RacerPhil at 614.888.8100 or racer-

phil@hotmail.com for sizes 

 

Please see the website for more up to date Classified Ads:  

http://www.ovr-scca.org/_observersstand/advertisements/advertisements.asp 
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OVR / Membership 

Jeff Knapp 

P. O. Box 8715 

Newark, Ohio 43058-8715 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 


